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Last October, Cedarville hosted a conference called “G92: 
Equipping the Next Generation for an Effective Biblical Response 
to Immigration.” The Hebrew word ger occurs 92 times in 
Scripture ( translated as stranger, sojourner, or alien )  
and refers to people who have come from another land. Scripture 
says a lot about God’s love for these people and how we are to 
share His love with them.
Students from 10 universities came to Cedarville to hear national 
evangelical leaders speak on this topic. Modeling a high level of 
civility, they presented a variety of viewpoints exposing  
students to the complexity of both root causes and the 
possible responses.
In the six months following Cedarville’s event, G92 has grown  
and produced opportunities for increased leadership 
and influence. 
  Samford University in Alabama held its own G92 
immigration conference in February, and more colleges  
are planning to continue the conversation.
  The National Association of Evangelicals has asked 
Cedarville to represent Christ-centered higher education  
at the Evangelical Immigration Roundtable. 
The upcomingTorch will present a range of viewpoints that will 
help Christians biblically respond to the 12 million 
undocumented immigrants who live among us. Look for this 
issue in May.
Learn more at cedarville.edu/G92.
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Loved the Last Issue
I think this was the best Inspire ever (Fall/Winter 2011), 
from the fun “What was inside your favorite care package?” 
to the wonderful history of Cedarville chapels, to Dr. Brown’s 
intriguing “What if ... ?” article. Keep up the great work. This one  
will be hard to top!
Dean Johnson ’83, Plymouth, Michigan
Fall/Winter 2011
FAQs About College Affordability 10
3 Keys to Our National Identity 18
The Cedarville You Need to Know
Thankful for Cedarville
I just finished reading the Fall/Winter 2011 Inspire. 
It is amazing how a few articles can take you back 
in time! I really enjoyed Dr. James MacDonald’s 
retelling of my first Fall Bible Conference and the 
most memorable chapel service I ever had! I also 
enjoyed reading Dr. Mach’s article (“Why History 
Matters”) as well.
Being a stay-at-home mom, sometimes I struggle 
with the fact that I never “used” the degree my 
parents sacrificed so much for. Each time I read 
Inspire though, I’m reminded how the Lord used 
Cedarville to shape me into the person I am today. 
I am so thankful that Cedarville still has chapel 
every day, and I hope that never changes!
Stephanie (Taylor) Monroe ’04, Fort Drum,  
New York
Favorite Moments
My favorite moments of the Fall/Winter 2011 
Inspire: Such a smart cover — love the humor,  
and it prompted me to read! “Overheard” —  
this edition was particularly good at stirring up 
college memories. Great explanation of higher ed 
costs — impressive that financial aid has increased 
so significantly while annual cost increases have 
declined. Showing the job data added the 
exclamation point. “We Gather Together” — these 
memories of chapel throughout the decades were 
heartwarming and funny. Made me miss chapel. 
(Yes, I said it.) “A Moment In Time” — how can  
you not love that one of our talking points was  
“free of malaria!” “Advancing Cedarville” — I  
loved how Carol Lee wrote about the act of giving 
as accessible and fun, and I enjoyed reading about  
the people who enable Cedarville to endure.
Kim Botta-Longo ’02, Xenia, Ohio
Chapel Memories
Thanks for the chapel memories! Some of my 
memories include Dr. Jeremiah speaking about 
being a “first chair” Christian and the last chapel  
of spring 1995 when the jazz band combined  
Dr. Dixon’s favorite chapel choruses with pep  
band songs and played them simultaneously. I also 
remember a chapel speaker (it may have been  
Dr. Jeremiah?) who told us about a joke he played 
on a speaker when he was younger — he had set  
a watch alarm to go off during chapel. The next  
day, one of the Cedarville students did it to him! 
He laughed good-naturedly, and of course we all 
laughed with him!
Kristine (Illjes) Reid ’95, Boonville, New York
letters
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M.Ed. Moves Fully Online This Summer
“It’s exciting to see God open doors when you 
commit your big dreams to Him.”
With these words, Cedarville’s president, Dr. Bill 
Brown, captured the essence of what is happening  
on campus right now as Cedarville pursues its 
strategic plan. Cedarville is adding graduate and 
online degree programs, building its national 
reputation, and expanding campus diversity with  
the goal of broadening its ministry influence for  
the cause of Christ.
A big door opened in December when the  
Higher Learning Commission (the University’s 
regional accreditor) gave Cedarville approval to  
offer up to four degree programs fully online.
The first, an online Master of Education (M.Ed.) 
degree, launches this summer. Cedarville’s M.Ed. is 
designed for Christian teachers who are serious about 
leading in their profession and living out their faith 
every day in the classroom.
Cedarville has offered an M.Ed. on campus for 
more than 10 years, but the transition to online brings 
changes far beyond the delivery method (see inset  
at left). The online program has been redesigned,  
from prerequisites to students’ final projects.
What surprises some is the affordability of 
Cedarville’s graduate programs. At just $386 per credit 
hour, the M.Ed. is among the lowest-cost options 
available, and scholarships are available for Cedarville 
alumni as well as teachers at Christian schools.
How does a Cedarville online class compare with 
its on-site counterpart? Future M.Ed. students will be 
amazed at the level of collaboration that takes place 
online with professors and peers. The Web resources, 
videos and lectures, online assignments, and virtual 
campus community are engaging and easy to use. 
Integration of biblical principles and a quality 
academic experience with a focus on practical 
application are what students expect from any 
program that Cedarville delivers.
“We can now reach a more diverse population  
of students, which makes our M.Ed. online program  
a richer experience,” said Dr. Stephen Gruber, 
associate professor of education and chair of the 
department of education. “The opportunity to share 
professional perspectives with other students around 
the world should be very appealing to those who 
realize we live in a global village.”
So, what other big dreams lie ahead? The 
University’s Master of Science in Nursing degree 
program will be moving to online delivery, making its 
unique global health ministries track accessible to 
nurses serving in ministries around the world. The 
Doctor of Pharmacy degree program continues to 
outperform its enrollment goals, has achieved pre-
candidacy accreditation status, and will enroll its first 
professional-year students this fall. Online Master of 
Business Administration and Registered Nurse-to-
Bachelor of Science in Nursing degree programs are 
being explored along with site-based Master of 
Ministry and Master of Occupational Therapy degree 
programs (to name a few).
Big dreams? Yes. But we have a big God!
M.Ed. On-site to 
Online Transition:
•  Courses are offered  
in convenient eight- 
week modules.
•  No campus residency 
is required.
•  Full-time students 
graduate in just  
two years.
•  Students choose 
between a thesis  
and final project.
•  An online student 
success team advises 
students to help  
them achieve their 
educational goals.
online
“At just $386 per credit 
hour, the M.Ed. is among 
the lowest-cost options 
available, and scholarships 
are available for Cedarville 
alumni as well as teachers 
at Christian schools.”
Learn more and apply:  
 cedarville.edu/MEd
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student stats
Air Force fitness standards for cadets up  
to 24 years old:
Males:
1.5-mile run in 9 minutes, 36 seconds
62 pushups in 1 minute
55 crunches in 1 minute
Females:
1.5-mile run in 11 minutes, 6 seconds
42 pushups in 1 minute
51 crunches in 1 minute
Preparing for Service
Cedarville offers military science courses for both Army and Air Force cadets in the Reserve Officers’ 
Training Corps (ROTC). Students with an eye on military service have found ROTC to be a smart way to 
finance their education and prepare for a career. While their mornings may begin a little earlier, ROTC 
students enjoy a (mostly) traditional college experience … with the exception of mandatory pushups.
Happy Birthday, Cedarville!
On Thursday, January 26, Cedarville celebrated its quasquicentennial anniversary. In 1887, 125 years ago, the state of Ohio signed the charter that 
marked the birth of Cedarville College. A formal, extended chapel service featured remarks from President Bill Brown, Chancellor Paul Dixon, and 
Chairman Ron Becker of the board of trustees. The University provided live streaming video of the event online so alumni and friends could be part  
of the celebration. Terri Lynn VanBeveren ’88 wrote in to say that she followed the chapel service online from Spain! View a special video about 
Cedarville’s history at cedarville.edu/125.
119 Army and  
Air Force ROTC 
cadets are at 
Cedarville — 98 men 
and 21 women.
3 times a week physical 
training (PT) begins bright 
and early at 0630.
4 years each of 
active military service 
and reserve duty  
are required  
after graduation.
$1,724,213 in Army and Air Force scholarship 
aid was awarded in the 2011–12 school year.
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Dr. Paul Dixon
May 13 
Liberty Township, Ohio
Dr. Bill Brown
June 13 
Orlando, Florida
June 20 
Dallas, Texas
OneVoice Gospel Choir
May 11 
Cleveland, Ohio
May 12–13 
Baltimore, Maryland
May 16 
Crozier, Virginia
May 20, 22 
Franklin, Tennessee
May 21 
Nashville, Tennessee
May 27 
Memphis, Tennessee
HeartSong
June 10 
Danville, Indiana 
Marysville, Michigan 
Columbus, Ohio 
Hamilton, Ohio
June 15 
Byesville, Ohio 
Lebanon, Ohio
June 17 
Hamilton, Ohio 
Okemos, Michigan 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania 
Columbus, Ohio
June 22 
Paden City, West Virginia
June 24 
Traverse City, Michigan 
Mason, Ohio 
Springfield, Ohio 
Albany, Ohio
For more events and information,  
visit cedarville.edu/reps.  
(All dates are subject to change.)
Alum Named Dean of the School  
of Business Administration
Recently retired Air Force Lieutenant General Loren  
M. Reno ’70 has been named the inaugural dean for the 
Cedarville University School of Business Administration, 
effective August 1, 2012.
The appointment is part of a larger University vision  
to begin offering expanded graduate programs and provide 
greater service to the business community. With more than 
2,500 business alumni, the school is historically among the  
top in-demand programs at Cedarville.
Reno is uniquely equipped to position the school of 
business administration for growth. In his previous assignment, 
Reno served as deputy chief of staff for logistics, installations, 
and mission support at the U.S. Air Force headquarters in 
Washington, D.C. He was responsible to the chief of staff for 
leadership, management, and integration of Air Force logistics 
readiness, aircraft and missile maintenance, civil engineering, 
and security forces, as well as setting policy and preparing 
budget estimates that reflect enhancements to productivity, 
combat readiness, and quality of life for Air Force personnel.
“Lt. Gen. Reno’s experience will be invaluable as he leads 
our business faculty into a new era of education delivery and 
industry leadership,” said Dr. Bill Brown, Cedarville’s president.
Reno will be responsible for expanding business course 
offerings beginning with the development of a Master of 
Business Administration degree program. He will collaborate 
with University leaders to integrate business course offerings  
into a broad range of majors.
“My Cedarville education gave me the academic 
preparation I needed to succeed,” said Reno. “I learned that 
service before self was honorable, and that following God’s 
leading was always best.”
“ Lt. Gen. Reno’s 
experience will be 
invaluable as he  
leads our business 
faculty into a new  
era of education 
delivery and  
industry leadership.”
GE Exec Appointed as CFO
Christopher Sohn has been appointed as Cedarville’s senior 
vice president for business and chief financial officer. He will 
begin this role on July 1, 2012.
Sohn comes to Cedarville after 16 years with General 
Electric (GE). Most recently, he served as finance manager  
for global technology and growth at GE Licensing. Sohn  
worked alongside four business units and managed a collective 
budget of $200 million. He brings to the University a proven 
track record of delivering results, improving processes, and 
successfully leading diverse teams.
In his new role, Sohn is tasked with providing leadership  
in the area of financial management, having direct oversight  
of finance, operations, and human resources. He will provide 
strategic financial planning guidance for increasing revenue, 
maximizing cost savings, and encouraging revenue growth for 
Cedarville’s long-term success.
“ He brings to the 
University a proven  
track record of 
delivering results, 
improving processes, 
and successfully  
leading diverse teams.”
yellowjackets.cedarville.edu
Cedarville Takes Lead in Forming  
New Athletic Conference
by Tim Cary ’04
On February 17, 2012, the NCAA Division II 
membership committee approved the Great 
Midwest Athletic Conference (G-MAC) as a 
member conference. Cedarville is one of six 
charter members.
Cedarville had competed in the NAIA-
affiliated American Mideast Conference since 
1949. When the University decided to pursue 
NCAA Division II membership in 2009, the  
Yellow Jackets needed a new athletic conference  
to call home. As Cedarville prepared to transition 
to the NCAA, the University decided, with  
several other Ohio schools, to explore creating a 
new conference (rather than joining an existing 
league), an approach that would limit 
travel distances, ensure competition 
against similar-size schools, and avoid 
the possibility of regular-season  
Sunday games.
“We loved the idea of putting 
together our own conference,” said 
Cedarville’s president, Dr. Bill Brown. 
“We wanted a good experience for the 
student-athletes, something that would  
set us apart as the model.”
The end result was the formation of the 
G-MAC, with charter members in Ohio, Kentucky, 
and Tennessee. Cedarville played an important 
role, as Dr. Alan Geist ’83 helped lead his fellow 
athletic directors through the myriad tasks and 
documents that had to be finalized by December 1, 
2011. This included developing a constitution and 
bylaws as well as completing the NCAA New 
Conference Application.
Chad Jackson ’05, creative director at 
Cedarville, and Joshua Wurzelbacher, graphic 
designer, led the design of the conference logo and 
style guide. G-MAC Commissioner Tom Daeger 
commended them, saying, “They worked diligently 
to develop a brand our membership can embrace, 
and they illustrated the dedication to detail and 
quality I have come to realize is the standard at 
their institution.”
Daeger came on board last fall as the 
conference’s first commissioner. “A big part of  
why I took on this job was the positive opinions 
many of my colleagues in college athletics shared 
for Cedarville,” he said. “They certainly have a 
tremendous reputation, and that reputation is 
transferring into the Division II world as well.”  
Dr. Brown is chair of the Council of Presidents, 
and Dr. Geist is chair of the Athletic 
Administrators Council.
The next year is an important one for the  
new conference, which will host its first-ever 
championship event at Cedarville this 
October (men’s and women’s cross 
country). Expansion will be an 
immediate priority in the G-MAC’s 
quest to become an “active” NCAA 
Division II conference by 2013. 
The league plans to add other 
like-minded schools in the Cleveland-
Nashville footprint, which could lead to 
future North and South divisions. According 
to Dr. Geist, the goal is for the G-MAC to sponsor 
championships in all of Cedarville’s current sports, 
and the University is also beginning to discuss what 
sports it could add to help the conference.
The creation of the G-MAC offers Cedarville 
the exciting opportunity to both continue old 
rivalries and develop new ones. “This is a whole 
new mission field,” said Dr. Geist. “An opportunity 
to share Christ, share the Gospel, and do all things 
with excellence.”
Tim Cary ’04 is a social media editor for CBSSports.com.  
He and his wife, Molly (Earley) ’04, and their daughter, Janna, 
live in Springfield, Ohio, where Tim is the worship pastor  
at Cornerstone Baptist Church. You may contact him on  
Twitter (@TimCary) or at timcary2004@yahoo.com.
National Champions!
Congratulations to Pat Estepp ’98 
and the Yellow Jackets for bringing 
home Cedarville’s first NCCAA 
Division I men’s basketball 
championship. The No. 1 seed 
Yellow Jackets defeated No. 6 seed 
Emmanuel College Lions 74–56 at 
the national tournament, held at 
Grace College in Winona Lake, 
Indiana. Junior forward Zimmy 
Nwogbo (pictured above) was 
named the tournament’s MVP.
Photo credit: Jeff Ryan
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cedarville.edu/summer
SUMMER
CAMPS
2012
Something for Everyone!
SPORTS CAMPS
Sports and academic camps provide 
great opportunities to explore an area 
of interest, meet faculty and coaches, 
and make new friends!
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ts April12 and 14–15Spring Play: Star- Spangled Girl
14
Preview Days: Psychology, 
Social Work
16
Academic Honors Day
17
Symphonic Band and  
Brass Choir Concert
20
Orchestra and  
Concerto Concert
25
Jazz Band Concert
28
Elliv
May
5
116th Annual Commencement
29
CU Golf Open
June
4–8
Academic Camps:  
Music, Writing
11–15
Academic Camps: 
Engineering, Premed, 
Theatre, Worship
18–22
Academic Camps: Art and 
Design, Criminal Justice, 
Nursing, Psychology
25–29
Academic Camps: 
Engineering, Geology, 
Journalism, Pharmacy
July
9–13
Student Life Camp
15–27
Missionary Kids  
Transition Seminar
For more events and information,  
visit cedarville.edu/events.  
(All dates are subject to change.)
Cedarville Strengthens Ties in China
Cedarville has opened a representative 
office in Beijing to serve prospective 
undergraduate and graduate students as well  
as Cedarville alumni, career services needs,  
and other interests in China. The office is 
strategically located in Beijing’s central business 
and international district.
The Kaifa Group, which fosters 
development in intercultural education,  
culture, and commerce, opened the office  
on Cedarville’s behalf. The organization has a 
close relationship with Cedarville through its 
president and founder, Myron Youngman ’76, 
and two alumni who serve on Kaifa’s board.
According to the Institute of International 
Education, students from China compose 
nearly 22 percent of all international students in 
the United States. The office in China will 
enable Cedarville to provide in-person service 
for Chinese students seeking a Christian 
education in the U.S.
The new office builds on Cedarville’s 26 
years of educational partnerships in China. 
Since 1986, 210 Cedarville graduates have 
taught English with the University’s Educational 
Resource Assistance Program (ERAP). The new 
on-site office demonstrates Cedarville’s long-
term intention to maintain a presence in China.
Cedarville is also initiating a pilot project 
specifically for high school students from  
China. The University invited 30 select students 
to campus for an 18-day summer leadership  
camp that will include an educational tour of 
Washington, D.C. Led by University faculty 
members from the department of media and 
applied communications and the department  
of history and government, the camp will 
provide a unique opportunity for the 
international students to explore United  
States culture and higher education.
These outreach initiatives are part of 
Cedarville’s Vision 2020 goals. “In the next  
eight years, we intend to double our on-campus 
diversity, and international recruiting is one 
part of this effort,” said Janice (Warren) 
Supplee ’86, vice president for enrollment 
management and marketing. “An increasingly 
diverse academic environment equips students 
for a global workplace.”
“ The new on-site office 
demonstrates Cedarville’s 
long-term intention to 
maintain a presence in China.”
Not only did Physical Activity and the Christian Life 
separate those who jogged for fun from those who 
jogged for credit, it demonstrated to generations of 
freshmen that, alongside Fundamentals of Speech, 
“that which does not kill you makes you stronger.”
Getting my PACLing in by jogging (fast walking) around my unit and co-unit while 
holding and eating a bag of buttery popcorn. For some reason, my friends 
thought that shouldn’t have counted for PACL.
ASHLEY (DUFF) HIESTAND ’04, FULLERTON, CALIFORNIA
My best memory was meeting my best friend, Shelley (Brandenburg) Witham ’90. 
It’s been 25 years since we met, and she is definitely my “friend for life.”
SHARYN HAMBLEY ’89, FREEPORT, ILLINOIS
I remember discovering how many pig farms existed within a bike’s ride  
of campus.
CURTIS CARR ’91, FREWSBURG, NEW YORK
As associate registrar at Cedarville, I get requests all the time from students asking 
if they can drop “pickle,” “packel,” “pakkel,” or “that one course.”
KARISA LINAFELTER ’98, CEDARVILLE, OHIO
What is your 
best (or worst) 
memory from 
PACL?
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At 7 a.m., Jeff Reep ’79 took our class to the track for our 
mile test. Many of us were not motivated, or even that 
awake. When we got to the track, we saw two figures 
running laps. I realized they were my grandparents — 
Harold and Margaret Green. They had more than 50 years 
on all of us and ran better than most of us. I definitely  
ran my mile faster that day!
SHAWN GREEN ’07, SCRANTON, PENNSYLVANIA
We used to “PACL” down to Colonial Pizza to get  
cheese bread.
SARAH (BARTLETT) BORICH ‘02, HILLIARD, OHIO
Whenever my roommate and I would go running through 
town, someone would roll down their car window and 
yell, “Yeah, PACL!” 
LANA CHRISTENSEN ’05, HILLSBORO, OREGON
I remember the dreaded 1.5-mile run. I think I walked a 
good part of it, but at the end Elvin King (the cross country 
coach) stopped me and said “You have a great running 
stride, and if you practice, you would be surprised how 
quickly you would improve.” Well, Mr. King, it took me 18 
years, but a few months ago I completed my first 5K race!
AMY (RINIKER) SMITH ’93, PHOENIXVILLE, PENNSYLVANIA
Jogging out to Dr. Dixon’s house in the freezing cold!
RICH PORTER ’98, XENIA, OHIO
Still needing to complete my week’s requirement, I began 
my run from Lawlor toward downtown. About halfway 
through my run, the village tornado siren began to blare. 
I made it back to the Hill basement, arriving soaking wet.
ERIC PHILLIPS ’03, COATESVILLE, PENNSYLVANIA
Best memory: Coach Jeff Bolender ’91 demonstrating the 
proper pushup form on the front table. Worst memory: 
signing up for the class.
BRANDON BENNETT ’05, BROOK PARK, OHIO
Rollerblading with my roommate through the Apple 
Technology Center.
MICHELLE (RIGEL) MCCUNE ’04, CEDARVILLE, OHIO
Running the 
stairwells in 
Willetts in the 
winter months. 
There was no 
Doden Field 
House or 
Fitness Center, 
and winter 
sports were in 
full swing. Had 
to get my 30 
minutes of 
aerobic activity 
in somehow!
LYNSEY (FABIAN) MANDELA ’04, 
HAVERTOWN, PENNSYLVANIA
Question for the next issue:
What is your best memory from TWIRP Week?
Selected responses will be printed in the summer issue of Inspire. The alumnus who submits our favorite answer will receive a Cedarville sweatshirt! 
Deadline for entries is May 31, 2012. Send your answer to Inspire, Cedarville University, 251 N. Main St., Cedarville, OH 45314, or cedarville.edu/inspire. 
WINNING ENTRY!
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Voter’s Guide
A
In this presidential election year, 
information about candidates 
and issues abounds, but it can 
be tough to make sense of it 
all. Inspire asked three alumni 
who have an interest in state 
and local government to 
address key questions about 
the voting process.
Q&A with Scott Borling ’96, Sarah Murphy ’10,  
and Dr. Thomas Mach ’88
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SCOTT BORLING ’96
CITY CLERK | KALAMAZOO, MICHIGAN
Why do more people vote during presidential 
election years?
Many people believe it’s more important to cast  
their votes for president of the United States than  
for state and local offices. In Kalamazoo, four people 
cast presidential votes for every person who votes in 
local elections. Yet I would argue that, unless you are 
a federal employee or in the military, the president 
makes very few decisions that affect your day-to-day 
life when compared to the decisions made by your 
state representative, city council member, or local 
school board trustees.
How much will you pay for your driver’s license?  
How many police officers patrol your town? Should  
a new high school be built? Should funding for public 
universities be cut? Should your city offer health 
benefits to domestic partners of city employees? 
Should the state collect income tax on people’s 
pensions (some states don’t)? These questions will  
be answered by state and local officials, not the 
president, Congress, or the thousands of bureaucrats 
working for federal agencies.
Hundreds of organizations, besides the political 
parties, will be encouraging you to vote in the 
November election. Those energetic efforts will 
disappear, for the most part, after November.
Why should we take a closer look at  
local races?
One benefit of relatively quiet local races is the 
opportunity it affords ordinary citizens to get  
involved. Most of us don’t have the political 
connections, fundraising savvy, public speaking,  
and media relations skills to run for federal or even 
state office. Many of us don’t have the appetite for 
partisan politics. Local offices are more attainable, 
and there are opportunities to become involved 
without having to run for election. In many places,  
the members of local planning commissions, zoning 
boards, and park committees are appointed, not 
elected. Participating on these boards, committees, 
and commissions allows you to serve your community 
while you gain experience and develop connections 
that may lead you to run for elected office.
When voting, I often see local issues and 
candidates I don’t know much about, which 
causes me to leave a lot of issues blank.  
Is that common?
“Voter fall-off” is a well-researched and established 
fact. People tend to stop voting part of the way 
through a long ballot. The office at the top of the 
ballot receives the most votes, and each office after 
that will “lose” votes. Local offices tend to be at the 
bottom of the ballot, so they receive the fewest votes.
One theory is “voter fatigue”; perhaps people just 
get tired of voting. Another theory is that people 
don’t want to vote for an unknown candidate, and 
local candidates (especially from small cities, towns, 
townships, and villages) are the least covered by the 
media and the least likely to have well-run campaigns 
with websites, well-articulated platforms, etc. 
Residents of large and medium cities can learn about 
local candidates and issues in the media where those 
stories are played out. If you live in a small town, you 
almost have to attend a city council or school board 
meeting to learn about the candidates and issues.
You may contact Scott at borlings@kalamazoocity.org.
“ One benefit of 
relatively quiet 
local races is  
the opportunity  
it affords ordinary 
citizens to  
get involved.”
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online  course options coming soon!
1-888-CEDARVILLE (233-2784)
Apply Today! cedarville.edu/msn
Earn Your M.S.N.
at Cedarville University
SARAH MURPHY ’10
DISTRICT DIRECTOR, STATE REPRESENTATIVE  
54TH DISTRICT | PALATINE, ILLINOIS
I’ve seen commercials, ads, and emails that encourage me to  
call my congressman. Does that work? What would really happen 
if I called?
Calling your representative is a great way to get involved, and it helps him 
or her understand what constituents are thinking. What really happens 
when you call depends on the reason you are calling.
1.  If you call simply to ask your representative to vote for or against  
a bill, your name and number will be passed along to the 
representative. Most likely you won’t be called back, but your 
opinion will be considered.
2.  If you call for information or would like a meeting, you will be  
put in touch with a scheduler or a legislative aid. Your representative 
will do everything in his or her power to meet with you, or a staff 
member will answer your questions.
3.  If you call to voice an opinion on a specific issue, you may receive  
a call. Sometimes members of the media, action groups, or unions 
will encourage you to call your representative about a current issue.  
I worked for a state representative in Illinois who took time to 
personally return calls to make sure people heard the other side of 
the issue so they could make an informed decision for themselves.
Representatives love to hear from their constituents, whether 
encouragement or critique. Responses can vary from state to U.S. 
representatives. State representatives have smaller districts and more  
time to interact with constituents. That doesn’t mean U.S. representatives 
won’t respond, but it may not be as quickly or as in-depth.
What about form letters and email petitions where you 
essentially add your name to a scripted message and send  
it on. Are these effective ways to be heard?
I wouldn’t recommend them. Although I haven’t had much experience 
with email forwards, I dealt with a barrage of form letters when I interned 
at my U.S. representative’s office. If someone mailed a form letter, we 
would catalog it and mail that constituent a form letter about that 
particular issue. Phone calls are still the best way to get in touch with  
your state and U.S. representatives. You can either speak with a legislative 
aid and learn more about the issue or schedule an appointment. When 
you call, you can go into details that a form letter does not allow.
You may contact Sarah at slmurphy12@gmail.com.
DR. THOMAS MACH, ’88
CHAIR, CEDARVILLE UNIVERSITY DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY 
AND GOVERNMENT | CEDARVILLE, OHIO
Where can voters find nonpartisan information about candidates 
and issues?
Your county election board will provide information about who is running, 
what party each candidate is associated with, and what issues are on  
the ballot. Your state’s secretary of state’s office will do the same for state 
races. Project Vote Smart (votesmart.org) provides nonpartisan information 
on candidates and members of Congress. The League of Women Voters 
(lwv.org) is another nonpartisan group dedicated to registering and 
educating voters and improving elections and government.
Most interest groups produce guides that evaluate politicians regarding 
their conservative or liberal values. Voters can obtain candidate 
information based on how they are rated by organizations the voter 
supports or trusts. Two organizations that attempt to evaluate political 
issues from a biblical perspective include the Family Research Council  
(frc.org) and the American Policy Roundtable (aproundtable.org).
Is there such a thing as an objective voter guide?
Voter guides are biased by their very nature because they are produced, in 
most cases, by organizations with a particular political purpose. Voters can 
rely on voter guides to the extent that they know and agree with the 
organizations they utilize to obtain those guides. There are few short cuts, 
however, in obtaining reliable information on candidates and really knowing 
where they stand on important issues. The candidates usually provide 
in-depth information about their views on key issues on their websites. 
You may contact Dr. Mach at macht@cedarville.edu.
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Inspire invited pastors who are 
part of our Cedarville family to 
share their thoughts on what 
“civic engagement” means for  
a church.
Does your church engage in  
political initiatives?
Browning: We desire to create an open  
and inviting atmosphere for members of  
all political affiliations. We encourage 
informed voting, but not from the pulpit. 
We believe that seeking after Christ will  
in turn create good citizens.
Frasure: We may get involved to influence 
voters on moral issues. Christians do have  
a responsibility to be “salt and light” in  
the world, but politics do not bring about 
significant spiritual changes.
Kitchen: We make voter guides available 
and encourage folks to prayerfully consider 
candidates and to contact candidates  
with their concerns. We want people to be 
educated when they vote, and a guide  
can help cut through the rhetoric to a 
clearer answer.
Davenport: Members of our leadership 
team belong to local business associations 
where we can build relationships with  
the community and its political leaders. 
Primarily, we choose to consistently teach 
the Bible rather than react to seasonal, 
politically generated issues.
Wicker: We have a public issues team  
that helps our people become aware  
of key moral and ethical issues, and it 
mobilizes them in various campaigns.
Miller: Numerous members and attendees 
hold elective office, sit on political action 
committees and political party leadership 
teams, and volunteer in various campaigns. 
In our small town, our church building  
is the only polling place, and we host  
every election.
Does your church partner with 
government or community organizations?
Browning: We work with local government 
agencies primarily to assist in benevolent 
activities. This allows us to work through 
official channels to provide care. We also 
partner with private businesses to do 
community outreach.
Frasure: We refer people to local 
government agencies for help paying their 
bills and we do some community service 
projects, but we do not want to be told  
that we cannot connect our service to  
the Gospel.
Kitchen: Our local township hall is right 
across the street, and we promote and 
participate in local and national events. 
Many of our members have held political 
positions in the community, and we partner 
with them when we can. We have held 
services to honor our politicians and  
invited them to speak.
Davenport: Last year our church hosted the 
local city council and mayoral inaugurations 
and the Northern Kentucky Planning 
Council public meeting. Our involvement 
has led news outlets to approach us for 
public statements when certain issues 
become public.
Wicker: We do not partner with 
government or community organizations  
in order to keep a clear definition of our 
ministry and to not be involved with those 
who may not share our convictions.
Miller: We have given significant sums  
to local police and fire departments and  
to local schools. We are an active part of 
our community’s ministerial association, 
which provides a food pantry, clothes 
closet, and a parish nursing program for  
the town.
Is it appropriate for churches to endorse 
political issues or candidates?
Browning: While Jesus could have 
convinced Pontius Pilate or even Caesar 
himself to begin sweeping reforms in  
the local and regional government, our 
Savior instead chose to work through the 
culture, swaying people’s hearts instead  
of legislating policy.
Frasure: Too much focus on an issue or 
candidate limits our influence for Christ in 
our community. I am in favor of influencing 
our society through the political system,  
but the only hope for revival in our land is 
spiritual, not political.
Kitchen: We never say, “Keep your politics 
personal.” We are called to disciple in all 
areas of life. Why would the church bow  
out of discussions about government when 
God has instructed us to be involved in 
government?
Davenport: Some candidates find it 
beneficial to have the appearance of 
support from a respected ministry even  
if their personal views do not align. We 
prayerfully consider each opportunity  
and clearly articulate a position that  
honors Christ without distracting from  
our primary mission.
Wicker: Most politicians are not consistent 
in their personal lives once they are elected. 
Our hope is not in a candidate, a party, or 
even a platform, but in Christ.
Miller: We want to express appropriate 
concern for our society, encourage civic 
involvement, and uphold biblical values,  
but our primary loyalty must always be 
Jesus and bringing the Gospel message  
to our community.
Pastor Panel:
Kris Browning
Pastor, Fellowship Alliance Chapel
Huber Heights, Ohio
FACChapel.org
David Frasure
Pastor, First Baptist Church
South Lebanon, Ohio
gotofbc.com
Timothy Kitchen
Senior Pastor, Robinson Baptist Church
Grand Haven, Michigan
robinsonbaptist.org
Jeff Davenport
Senior Pastor, Calvary Baptist Church
Covington, Kentucky
cbcky.org
Hayes Wicker
Senior Pastor, First Baptist Church
Naples, Florida
fbcn.org
Craig Miller ’79
Senior Pastor, Grace Baptist Church
Cedarville, Ohio
gracecedarville.org
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Elected to Serve
“I never, ever, thought I’d run for local office,” 
said Birgit (Kass) McQuiston ’85. No one is more 
surprised than she is that a certified nutritionist with 
a nursing degree would become vice president of  
the Lake Orion, Michigan, school board. “But I’m a 
parent,” she explained, “That’s how it all began.”
Located 45 minutes north of Detroit, Lake Orion 
is a community of 35,000 people, more than 8,000  
of whom are students in kindergarten through 12th 
grade. McQuiston and her family moved to Michigan 
in 2000 where her husband is employed in the auto 
industry. They chose Lake Orion in part because  
of the quality of the public schools.
Willing to Help
“I wanted to be involved in my children’s 
education,” McQuiston said. Her oldest was entering 
first grade, and her youngest was turning 3. “I was 
willing to be a room mother, work as a volunteer, join 
the parent-teacher organization, or help in any way I 
could.” Each level of service opened opportunities  
for deeper involvement, and she soon became a 
parent representative on the school improvement 
team monitoring benchmarks of student achievement.
Over time, she grew closer to both the issues and 
the decision-makers, and she assumed a more vocal 
role in holding school board members accountable. 
“As a volunteer, I always felt that my input and 
concerns were heard, but my influence to affect 
change only went so far,” she said. When others 
suggested that she run for a seat on the board, she 
dismissed their promptings — being the “watch dog” 
was too much fun. Her husband gently suggested she 
could likely do more to make the changes she was 
fighting for from the other side of the table.
His prompting began to tug at her heart. She felt 
it would be a privilege to serve as an elected official; 
although if she didn’t win, nothing would change her 
passion for public education. “If I didn’t run,” she 
said, “I’d always wonder what I could have achieved.” 
By December of 2010, she announced her decision: 
“I’m in.”
Ready to Lead
McQuiston and her friend Melissa launched 
coordinated campaigns in January of 2011. That May, 
among 13 contenders, they were both elected to fill 
two of four open seats on a school board of seven.
In her first year on the board, she is struck by  
the significance of the responsibility she and the  
other board members have assumed. “Collectively, 
school board members are among the largest group  
of elected officials in the United States,” McQuiston 
said. “I am working alongside more than 3,700 school 
board members in the state and more than 90,000 in 
the country to influence the education of our children 
— indeed the very future of our communities.”
McQuiston has heard the rhetoric about “failing 
public schools,” but her experience has shown her 
that the issues vary significantly in each community 
and are far too complex for such a blanket verdict. 
She is also aware of strong opinions some Christians 
hold against public education, but she remains 
confident this is the right choice for her family.  
“This is where God has placed us to serve,” she said. 
“He has put Christians in my path at every step — 
teachers, parents, and administrators. It excites me to 
see their passion, and I enjoy working alongside them  
to make a positive difference in our children’s lives.”
Lake Orion school board member 
Birgit (Kass) McQuiston ’85 has 
testified before Michigan House 
and Senate education committees 
to improve public education.
Seeking a
Seat
by Carol Lee ’96
Two alums ran for local 
school boards. One  
was elected and one was 
not, but both learned  
a great deal about  
what it means to serve.
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Nationwide, more than 
90,000 elected school 
board members govern 
the 13,809 local school 
districts that serve the 
nation’s 50 million 
public school students.
— National School 
Boards Association
Electing to Serve
Whenever the church doors were open, Lisa 
(Brovont) Babb ’92 was there. She met her husband, 
Larry, at the church, and they practically raised their 
three boys there. Both of their families lived hours away, 
so their church community became their extended 
family. “It was all so comfortable, we knew so many 
people and felt so loved,” Babb said.
But then the church split. “It felt like what I imagine 
divorce must be like,” said Babb. “It rocked our world.” 
But God used that experience to get her family’s 
attention. Because they were so heavily involved in their 
church, they weren’t looking for ministry opportunities 
beyond their faith community. “We began asking, ‘Is  
this what we’re supposed to be doing? Will any of this 
have an eternal impact?’” Babb said. “It caused us to take 
a closer look at our church’s role in our lives. Church 
involvement is important, but for our family, it had 
become everything.”
It was during this difficult time that God began to 
show Babb places she could serve beyond her church.  
Her family began serving at the Victory Project, a nearby 
inner-city ministry in Dayton, Ohio, and the experience 
opened her eyes to needs she had never considered.  
The more her perspective changed, the more she began 
to recognize needs and opportunities she was equipped 
to address right in her own Springboro community.
Deciding to Run
Babb had been one of eight graduating seniors in  
her Christian high school, and she wanted a broader 
experience for her children. Babb and her husband were 
committed to sending the boys to public school, and 
Babb wanted to be deeply involved. That’s how she found 
herself at a school board meeting one night with nearly 
200 concerned parents of kindergarteners. She was  
taken aback when a board member challenged their 
commitment, saying, “You’re here tonight because this 
issue affects your child. Where will you be next time 
when it’s an issue impacting other people’s children?”
“That really ticked me off,” Babb said, “but he  
was right.”
She joined a school levy campaign and became the 
school board liaison, which meant she attended all of the 
board meetings. After much prayer, she decided to run 
for a seat on the board, and her outward focus began 
opening doors for unexpected relationships. People she 
met in her campaign discovered she was a woman of 
faith, and they shared personal hardships and asked her 
to pray. A board volunteer confided his cancer diagnosis. 
An atheist friend accompanied her to a Bible study. “If I 
was still focused only on my church, I’d have missed the 
chance to connect with so many other people,” she said.
Knowing the Outcome
Although she received more than 4,200 votes, she 
was 112 votes shy of winning the seat. “Nobody wants to 
lose,” she said. “People watch you — your children watch 
you — to see how you handle it. They’ve asked, ‘Would 
you do it again, knowing the outcome?’ and I tell them, 
‘Yes, absolutely.’ I had a supportive team that helped me 
get my message out. People learned who I am and what I 
stand for. I had deep conversations with people of all 
faiths and clear affirmation that God was using this.”
It took a painful church split to set Babb and her 
family in action. “It changed the way we think about 
ministry and what it means to be the Church,” Babb said. 
“People don’t always understand or even approve when 
we don’t choose to do everything the church offers, but 
that’s OK with us. Going to Sunday services is still very 
important to us, but our lives no longer solely revolve 
around activities in the local church. My husband and  
I are actively praying for God to show us where we can 
make an impact for the Kingdom, whether it’s within our 
local church, at the inner-city mission, or right outside 
our own front door.” 
Birgit (Kass) McQuiston ’85 is vice president of the school board  
in Lake Orion, Michigan, where she lives with her husband, Greg,  
and their children, Emily and Erich. You may contact her at 
realfoodgirl-1@yahoo.com.
Lisa (Brovont) Babb ’92 and her husband, Larry, live in Springboro, 
Ohio, with their three sons. Her involvement with the Springboro  
public schools includes supervising Cedarville student teachers. You 
may contact her at lisajbabb@gmail.com.
Carol Lee ’96 is the senior communication specialist in marketing  
at Cedarville and managing editor for Inspire and Torch. You may 
contact her at carollee@cedarville.edu.
Serving with her family at  
The Victory Project in Dayton 
(victoryproject.org), Lisa 
(Brovont) Babbs ’92 had her  
eyes opened to needs and 
opportunities in her community.
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It started when I was 8 years old — yelling a war cry as I 
attacked my best friend’s rival teepee, while he resisted my attacks with 
his own war cries and a barrage of acorns. Ever since I can remember,  
I was fascinated by soldiers. It may be because my dad was in the Army 
JAG Corps. John Wayne was my hero, and I dreamed of being a Green 
Beret. All along God was steering my life toward serving in the military. 
The Army has trained me to be a leader, and attending Cedarville has 
helped to develop my critical thinking with a Christian mindset. As an 
officer, I will always have people watching and emulating my behavior, 
which gives me the invaluable opportunity to live what I believe.
Getting Started
Throughout high school, I wondered what I would major in when I 
went to college and where I would go. My favorite high school teacher, 
Bruce Chester, emphatically taught his students to think critically with  
a Christian mindset. I remember the quote from Socrates, “The only 
thing I know is that I know nothing.” Without Christ in the equation, we 
cannot know anything for sure. Growing up in a culture of complacency 
and postmodern ideas, I chose Cedarville because I wanted to further 
develop my critical thinking skills with a biblical worldview. I’m 
fascinated by anatomy and physiology, and I eventually hope to become 
a nurse anesthetist. Cedarville’s nursing program had excellent ratings 
and thus, with my ROTC scholarship in hand, I headed off to college.
My first home on campus was an overflow room in Brock Hall. 
Freshman year, my Army physical training, or PT, was about 15 minutes 
away at Central State University. The first day of school in August 2008, 
my alarm rudely blared at 5:15 a.m., waking my five roommates. 
Quickly silencing the alarm, while muttering an apology to my new 
friends, I rushed out the door. PT was exhausting — an intense mix  
of cardio with exercises ranging from diamond pushups to suicides  
on the gym floor. Many mornings we would do PT outside where we  
did pushups and sit-ups in the snow. Hitting the ground running when  
I got to college was an understatement for me.
Learning Responsibility
The first semester was challenging for me as I struggled to balance 
ROTC, classes, track and field, and a social life. Waking up at 5 a.m. 
three times a week was exhausting. Army ROTC students have an extra 
three credits a semester in military science courses, plus a two-hour lab 
on Wednesdays. This was difficult since I already had a full course load 
as a nursing major in addition to Cedarville’s Bible minor. Many 
mornings, I would fall asleep in class, drooling on my desk.
By the second semester, I knew I needed to make some changes.  
I dropped track and field, got a tutor for my science classes, and started 
going to bed earlier — which meant no more late night runs to Xenia 
for Sonic burgers. While my social life may have suffered, my grades 
started to improve.
My professors understood when I often ran late for classes because 
of Army events that ran over time. My academic advisor, Angelia 
Mickle, formerly in the Army Nurse Corps herself, encouraged me to 
persevere and gave me tips to manage my time. Many mornings I would 
have to go to class in my PT uniform without a shower to get there on 
Army Strong
by Cedarville student Paul Purtell ’12
my cedarvi l le
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time. Of course, my fellow students were not fond of this. (I doubt my 
fiancée, Lauren Williams ’12, ever sat next to me on those days!)
One morning, my roommates decided to play a prank on me and 
switch my mandatory Army PT shirt with a similar looking grey shirt 
that said “Colorado Rockies.” Once at PT, I soon realized why everyone 
was laughing at me, and the result was a punishment of 100 pushups.  
I can laugh about that, too — now.
Preparing for Duty
We often traveled to Indiana’s National Guard Base for training.  
I often found myself shivering alone in the cold and rain as I pulled 
security duty for my platoon or squad. Those times always challenged 
my resolve. It seems the harder you struggle together with a group,  
the more you bond together. This has definitely been the case with  
my friends in ROTC. When we graduate and head out into the ranks  
as second lieutenants, many of us will have to rely solely on the small 
group of men and women next to us. As officers, we have to answer  
for everything that happens to our soldiers. Maintaining camaraderie 
among the ranks remains mission-essential.
While many of my ROTC experiences have been challenging, I am 
constantly finding that I can always push myself a little further. As I get 
older, I find that each new step initially seems difficult because it is the 
most difficult thing I have done up to that point. When I am constantly 
pushed beyond my limit, it puts everything else into context — what 
was once difficult has become easy. A Bible verse that brings this  
point home for me is 2 Corinthians 12:9–10: “But He said to me, ‘My 
grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.’ 
Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that 
Christ’s power may rest on me. That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight  
in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. 
For when I am weak, then I am strong.”
Persevering through hardship will be a challenge for the rest of  
my life. I understand that as a student, I am living in a protected 
environment with little responsibility. Upon graduation, I’ll be 
commissioned, getting married, and starting a family. I have faith, 
despite the struggles to come, that I will always know where to find  
my strength.
Living the Motto
As part of my contract with the Army, I will serve four years as an 
Army nurse after graduation. I will not receive my duty station until 
after I pass the nursing boards — all I can do is study hard and make 
sure I pass on the first try. If I fail twice, the Army will “re-branch” me 
and place me where they need me the most. My fiancée and I pray that, 
following our wedding in June, we will have an idea of where we will  
be living for the next four years.
I look forward to serving as an Army nurse. Cedarville has given  
me the opportunity to enter the medical profession as a critical thinker 
with a biblical worldview. My ROTC battalion’s motto is “Deeds Not 
Words” — I pray my life reflects what I believe and will point others  
to Christ, no matter where He leads me. 
Paul Purtell ’12 is a nursing major from Cedarville, Ohio. Upon graduation, he will  
be commissioned as a second lieutenant in the U.S. Army. You may contact Paul at 
spurtell@cedarville.edu.
“ While many of my ROTC 
experiences have Been 
challenging, I am constantly 
finding that I can always push 
myself a little further.”
my cedarvi l le
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Walk into the Cedarville branch of the 
Greene County Library and you will see a 
welcoming children’s area complete with activity 
toys and small tables. Comfortable chairs are 
sprinkled throughout the fiction and nonfiction 
sections, allowing patrons to sit and enjoy a book 
amidst the quiet. Want a magazine or need to  
use a computer? Both are available. On the day  
I visited, a big-screen TV aired the Ohio State vs. 
Michigan football game in the community room. 
With 5,000 square feet of space, the library has 
adequate room for research, learning, and 
enrichment … but it was not always this way.
Recognizing the Need
By 2002 the village library had outgrown its 
1,200-square-foot home on the first floor of the 
Cedarville Opera House. Jan Bosma, associate 
dean for library administration at Cedarville 
University, had talked to the village librarian  
on several occasions, and she understood the 
challenges the tiny library faced. Shelves were  
so full the librarian was forced to display books 
on the floor in front of the shelves, and there was 
no room for adult tables or chairs — only one 
child-sized table. Yet the library was still a hub  
of activity, serving more than 1,500 patrons who 
checked out 81,079 items. More than 90 percent 
of card holders used the library that year.
A local group called “Friends of the Library” 
had begun working on a relocation plan, although 
they hadn’t seen much progress. Because of her 
professional experience, Bosma knew the library 
could offer many more services if only it had 
more space. When she was given time for a 
sabbatical from her position at Cedarville,  
Bosma had a clear vision for how she wanted  
to use her time.
Forming the Plan
For Bosma, the grassroots effort to build a 
new library began where most community action 
begins: she saw a need and wanted to solve it. 
Her first logical question was, “Where do I 
start?” She began by meeting with the head 
librarian of the Greene County Public Library’s 
It Takes a
Village
The Cedarville community 
needed a library, and she 
needed a community to  
bring the project to life.
by Cheryl (Warren) Brugel ’90
Jan Bosma found a way 
to apply her professional 
skills in her community.
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Xenia branch. She learned that the Cedarville community would need 
to build the building, and then the Greene County Library would 
provide the materials and staff.
When Bosma approached then-Mayor Jim Phipps ’68 about a new 
library, she found he was committed to the project. He referred her  
to Fred Luttenberger, a Cedarville businessman. A former campaign 
manager for then-Sen. Mike DeWine, Fred (as well as his late wife, 
Mary) had a passion to see a new library built in Cedarville, so he was 
very interested in participating.
State and local politicians were good resources as well, and several 
were willing to discuss the needs. While no direct financial assistance 
came from these meetings, the representatives became aware of the 
project and verbally supported it throughout the district. One state 
representative, an architect, drew the library’s first building plan.
Raising the Funds
Although not a fundraiser by nature, Bosma helped to secure 
support from every layer of government: state, county, township, village, 
and nonprofit sources. A former Cedarville High School teacher wrote  
a letter asking Cedarville High School alumni to support the library. 
Many people were excited and willing to give to this project; they had 
just needed someone to lead the campaign. With money coming in from 
many sources, Bosma made arrangements with the Greene County 
Foundation to collect, record, and hold the money.
Along the way, Bosma saw instances that reminded her that God 
was working behind the scenes to provide at just the right time. “At  
the beginning of the project, we needed $11,000 to keep the process 
moving,” she said. “I shared this need with a colleague, and the next day 
she gave me an $11,000 check. This generosity kept the project alive!”
Later in the building phase, an unexpected $250,000 Rural 
Development Grant kept the project moving forward. Bosma learned 
that Fred Luttenberger had quietly applied for this grant through Sen. 
DeWine. Altogether, foundations and generous donors contributed 
$750,000 for the library.
Finishing the Project
While the library project began as simply solving a problem, for 
Bosma it grew into a passion that combined her gifts of organization  
and leadership with her love for libraries. Passion for a project, however, 
does not necessarily translate into quick or easy success. Bosma began 
her six-month sabbatical expecting to move into the building phase of 
the project by the end of that year. “When the sabbatical ended,” she 
said, “the project came to a halt. There were details on paper for how  
to move forward, but there was no one to take the lead.”
Keeping the project going required a volunteer leader who had 
both the passion and time to commit to the effort. After a year, Bosma 
asked her boss if she could once again spearhead this project while also 
working full time. Although her commitment would at times overlap 
with her work schedule, he encouraged her to “jump back in.”
While the initial plan was to build the library on Main Street,  
Joe Harkleroad ’77, a Cedarville builder, presented another solution. 
He owned an acre of property one block off Main Street. Although  
he was in the process of designing a building on this property, he was 
willing to change his initial plan to include the library. It became clear 
that God had provided both the location and a conscientious builder. 
Once construction was completed, the new library opened its doors to 
patrons on February 28, 2005.
Changing Her Priorities
Bosma believes that community service can be a rewarding part  
of everyone’s life experience. “Not everyone is interested, or even able, 
to lead a building campaign, but everyone can make a difference in 
small ways,” she said. “Community service is not about how much a 
person does but about taking action in some meaningful way — 
donating canned goods to a church pantry or time to a local event.  
It could even be driving someone to a doctor’s appointment.” The goal  
is to make a positive difference in someone’s life; the byproduct is the 
joy it brings while you serve.
Now Bosma cannot imagine her life without being involved in 
community service. Since the completion of the library, Bosma has 
served as president of the Cedarville Opera House and as a trustee  
of the Greene County Public Library board. She desires to continue  
in public service even into retirement.
By sharing her years of library experience, Bosma helped the  
village of Cedarville realize its dream of a new library. Step inside  
the Cedarville branch to see how her vision and passion benefited a 
whole community. 
Jan Bosma is the associate dean for library administration at the Cedarville University 
Centennial Library. She has worked in library science since 1978 and has been at 
Cedarville since 1982. You may contact her at bosmaj@cedarville.edu.
Cheryl (Warren) Brugel ’90 lives in Grandville, Michigan, with her husband, Steve,  
and four children. While her most rewarding job is being mom to her children, she  
enjoys quiet moments to write for publications such as Inspire and the OARBC Link.  
You may contact her at scbrugel@yahoo.com.
7 Steps to Get Involved
•  Find your passion. Assess your gifts and 
abilities as you consider the needs in 
your community.
•  Read. Do some research about the 
issues you care about. Your local 
newspaper will have stories about local 
challenges and opportunities.
•  Volunteer. This is a great way to meet 
other people who share your interests.
•  Show up. Attend city council meetings 
to learn about needs in your community.
•  Network. Talk with industry leaders  
and anyone who might have a stake  
in the project.
•  Document. Keep a record of the people 
you meet, the promises you make, and 
the dollars you spend.
•  Make it official. Your local elected 
representatives can be a helpful  
resource as you discern next steps.
by George Gibbs ’89
My TownHow
Our TownBecame
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It’s just a coincidence that I share my name with a main character 
in Thornton Wilder’s play Our Town. But my life in New Haven, West 
Virginia, is similar to the quiet, family-centered world of Wilder’s play.  
I know this place and its people. And in my role as mayor, I’ve grown  
to love my hometown even more.
“I’d better show you how our town lies.”
New Haven is a community of 2,000 souls nestled along the bank  
of the Ohio River, the highest point between Pittsburgh and Cincinnati. 
Although it’s always been a small town built on an economy of coal,  
salt, and pottery, things have changed over the years, with coal-burning 
power production becoming the sustaining business to keep us on  
the map.
Like many other small towns, we have all of the staple 
establishments, including the bank, grade school, gas station, Dollar 
General, local dentist, friendly beauticians, and the barber who doubles 
as self-appointed local historian. We are a small town with a good  
family feel, voted runner-up as best place to raise children in the state 
of West Virginia.
Born and raised here in New Haven, I remember walking to 
school, riding my bike with my buddy while pretending to be Ponch  
and John from the 1970’s police drama CHiPS. Later, I rode that bike 
pulling a lawn mower and gas can behind it on my way to cut one of  
the 13 yards that I mowed for years. In those days, the highest-paying 
customer offered $6 for the works. In my town, there was the added 
accountability of “extended family,” who made sure any reports of 
wrongdoing made it back to my house before I did.
I graduated from high school in 1985 and set off to another small 
town — not much different from New Haven — to attend Cedarville 
College. My time there taught me the importance of faith, the value  
of friends and family, and the necessity for being prepared. I still take  
to heart Dr. Dixon’s emphasis 
that everything we do should 
have “quality stamped all over 
it.” Those were truly some of  
the best years of my life, and  
I remain deeply grateful.
After graduating with  
a degree in organizational 
communication, I came back  
to New Haven to work for 
American Electric Power (AEP). 
And 19 years later, I’m now a 
unit operator for one of AEP’s 
1,300-MW coal-fired units.
“Here’s the town hall.”
About two years ago, things 
started to get interesting for me. 
The former mayor stepped down 
to take a job in another state, and I was approached by several town 
council members who asked if I’d be interested in the position.  
I thought long and hard and then decided it wouldn’t hurt me to  
give back to the town where I was born and raised. The council 
submitted my name and then voted me in to finish the term. 
Balancing 12-hour rotating shifts at AEP with my mayoral 
responsibilities has proven more challenging than I thought it would.  
A wonderful staff, a hardworking police chief, and dedicated council 
members have proven to be invaluable resources in making this work. 
Each member of my administration brings a unique perspective, and  
it takes all of us working together (as well as my laptop computer  
and iPhone) to accomplish our goals.
Mayor George Gibbs ‘89 
holds the keys to the city in 
New Haven, West Virginia.
In addition to his full-time job with AEP, 
George Gibbs ‘89 is mayor of his 
hometown, New Haven, West Virginia.
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Chartered in 1887, Cedarville was a 
dream waiting to become a reality.  
When William Gibson passed away, he 
left two percent of his estate for the new 
college. That bequest allowed Cedarville 
to build Founders Hall and open its doors 
to students.
Now 125 years later, your bequest will 
provide Christ-centered education for 
generations to come. Let the gift planning 
office help you discover how to leave  
your legacy!
Your Bequest
Your Legacy
1-800-766-1115
cedarville.edu/giftlegacy
I’m learning what it takes to staff a police force and just how difficult it is to find and  
retain qualified, dedicated police officers for smaller municipalities. I am a firm believer that  
your town is only as good as your police force, and the chief of police is that foundation. I’ve  
also learned that given the choice to hear me or the chief of police speak at an event, the chief 
wins every time. We joke about it, but he assures me that it’s because he’s the one with the  
badge and the gun.
I never realized all of the pieces that have to come together to keep basic utilities working, 
even in a town as small as ours. It’s clear to me now how important it is to have a long-term plan 
that keeps citizens at the center of what we do. We recently invested $3 million into a sewer 
project that required a 38 percent increase in our sewer rates over a two-year period. As you can 
imagine, this placed a great financial burden on our citizens over a short period of time. But if  
the administration had planned five or 10 years ahead, we could have developed incremental  
rate structures that didn’t overburden our residents.
“Let’s look at one another.”
The people of New Haven are certainly the highlight of my job. I love to see the faces of 
elementary children when they visit town hall for a tour. They ask some great questions that  
keep me on my toes. Each year, my administration and I participate in Read to Me Day at the 
school, which is simply priceless. This past year I was asked for my autograph!
The sincere appreciation from senior residents is another highlight. Of everyone, they are 
the most appreciative when I take the time to personally meet with them or return their phone 
calls. The looks on their faces is thanks enough.
I make it a point to try and communicate face-to-face as much as possible with citizens and 
my administration. Working full time at AEP makes scheduling appointments a little tricky, but 
I’ve made it a priority never to miss one. People are worth more than a phone call, and in today’s 
world they appreciate when I can make them feel like more than just a number. I want them to 
have a face to put with the name, and I want them to feel that I am accessible.
I appreciate the feedback citizens give me. They’re as much a part of this town as I am,  
and we need everyone’s involvement to make the community run well. Though it’s difficult to 
communicate with everyone, we have a great group of concerned citizens who faithfully attend 
council meetings and let their voices be heard.
“Nice town, y’know what I mean?”
In January, I filed to run for another term, so my re-election campaign has begun. I naturally 
look to the future of this town and hope to keep it a great place for parents to raise their children. 
I hope to give it autonomy so that no matter who sits in town hall, New Haven will run smoothly. 
The memories of my life growing up here, the years I’ve spent working in this place, the 
community that defines New Haven life — that’s what keeps me here and makes New Haven  
the place we all love. A vibrant future requires a good mayor who knows the history of his town. 
Recently, I asked the town workers to restore two traffic lights that had hung in town for years. 
The old lights now hang on the porch at town hall. It’s a reminder of where we came from and 
where we’re going. 
George Gibbs ’89 is the mayor of New Haven, West Virginia, and unit operator for American Electric Power.  
He has not missed a Cedarville homecoming since 1985. You may contact him at gwgibbs@ymail.com.
 “The people of New Haven 
are certainly the highlight  
   of my job.”
Preorder your copy today!
$37.50 includes tax and shipping
cedarville.edu/125historybook
In more than 230 pages of stories and 
photographs, Cedarville University: 
Inspiring Greatness for 125 Years 
captures the stories of the men and 
women who built a University that 
still stands “For the Word of God and 
the Testimony of Jesus Christ.”
Order Your 
COMMEMORATIVE 
HISTORY BOOK
I’m a Christian. I’m a conservative. I’m  
a capitalist. I’m an American. I’ve enjoyed 
freedom and liberties my entire life. We have 
freely assembled here together. No one has 
told us what we could and could not say, and 
we must not take that for granted. Thank  
you, veterans, and thank you to those who  
are still serving.
Were it not for 9/11, you likely would 
never have heard of Todd Beamer. Todd was 
31 years old on September 11, 2001 — a 
husband, father, and successful businessman. 
He had earned an all-expenses paid business 
trip, and he and his wife, Lisa, were in Rome, 
Italy, on September 10. They returned from 
their trip on the 10th, and on the 11th, with 
other free people, he boarded United Flight 
93. Todd and others became citizen soldiers 
that fateful morning.
Todd was a very organized guy. He was  
on his way to a meeting in San Francisco.  
His plan, when his flight got back, was to  
be home having dinner with Lisa and the  
kids. He didn’t have it in his planner that day 
that at 10:02 a.m. he would meet God. He  
did, though. We know the whereabouts of  
Todd’s soul.
We now know many things about 9/11  
and Flight 93. We know that our enemy had 
been planning this attack on our homeland for 
years. The brave citizen soldiers on Flight 93 
launched a counterattack — and that is what 
Flight 93 became — our first counterattack  
in this war. Todd and the other passengers, in 
that circumstance, became soldiers. They 
were casualties in war. They died in battle.
Have you ever asked yourself, since the 
days of 9/11, what if that circumstance came 
my way? What would I do? Could I do it? It is 
a blessing that we know how Todd conducted 
himself in that situation. He prayed to God 
Almighty; he asked the Lord Jesus for help  
in that hour. We all remember 9/11, but  
what really mattered was the day before. On 
September 10 Todd was a Christian.
There will be a Beamer reunion in heaven 
someday, and I hope you will be there. If you 
don’t know Jesus as your Lord and Savior,  
get to know Him. It’s the most important  
life decision you’ll ever make. In John 14:6, 
Jesus says, “I am the Way, the Truth, and  
the Life. No one comes to the Father except 
through Me.”
We all have choices to make every day  
in every situation, and someday you might be 
called upon to be a citizen soldier. “Let’s roll!” 
was, for Todd, a call to action — a battle cry 
— to do the right thing at the right time.  
I would encourage you to make it your call  
to action to do the right thing.
Tim Goeglein (March 1)
Vice President of External Relations  
for Focus on the Family
Colorado Springs, Colorado
focusonthefamily.com
Jason Nightingale (March 20–21)
Founder of Wordsower International
Salem, Oregon
wordsower.org
Listen online at cedarville.edu/chapel to hear these engaging speakers.
______________________________________________________________________
Let’s Roll
On November 11, 2011, David Beamer spoke about a new era of “citizen 
soldiers” during Cedarville’s annual Veterans Day chapel. David’s son,  
Todd Beamer, was one of several United Flight 93 passengers whose act of 
heroism foiled a September 11, 2001, terrorist plot, ultimately bringing the  
plane down in a Pennsylvania field. Listen anytime to Cedarville chapel  
online at cedarville.edu/chapel.
“ He didn’t have it in his  
planner that day that at  
10:02 a.m. he would meet  
God. He did, though.”
Michael Gerson (March 22)
Nationally syndicated columnist for The Washington Post
Washington, D.C.
washingtonpost.com
Jeff Struecker (March 29)
Author and former U.S. Army Ranger whose life inspired the 
national best-seller and major motion picture Black Hawk Down
Fortson, Georgia
jeffstruecker.com
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Preorder your copy today!
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In more than 230 pages of stories and 
photographs, Cedarville University: 
Inspiring Greatness for 125 Years 
captures the stories of the men and 
women who built a University that 
still stands “For the Word of God and 
the Testimony of Jesus Christ.”
Order Your 
COMMEMORATIVE 
HISTORY BOOK
atimemomentin
On January 26, 1887, Ohio Secretary of State James S. Robinson signed this charter 
that officially marked the beginning of “The Cedarville College.” Students, faculty,  
and staff have marked this date as Charter Day for the last 125 years.
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Advancing Our Community
by Chris Widener, Ohio State Senator, 10th District
Cedarville University grew from humble beginnings with only 32 students on 12 acres of land in 
1887, to nearly 3,300 students on 400 acres in 2012. For 125 years, the University has been true 
to its mission statement, partnering with the community in various ways.
For years, students have volunteered in Springfield at the Pregnancy Resource Center, providing 
education and material services for women and children. Right in Cedarville, University students 
are tutoring at-risk children at Cedar Cliff Local Schools. Cedarville students are volunteering at 
hospitals, jails and detention centers, nursing homes, special needs ministries, local churches, and 
more. These community and local church ministries develop in students a sense of leadership and 
service that will be invaluable for years to come.
Higher education has been instrumental in decreasing the unemployment rate. Cedarville has 
added new programs to meet professional demands, specifically in the fields of pharmacy and 
industrial and innovative design. According to ongoing reports published by the Department of 
Health and Human Services, the demand for pharmacists is projected to exceed the anticipated 
supply. Cedarville’s new Health Sciences Center will serve students in this competitive seven-year 
program as they prepare for careers in this critical field. And in response to an anticipated 9 
percent growth in industrial and innovative design, Cedarville has partnered with the International 
Center for Creativity in Columbus to create a dynamic new major in this growing field of study.
As a state senator, I am continually working to create jobs in Ohio’s 10th District and across the 
state. Cedarville University is a crown jewel in my district and for the state of Ohio in producing 
well-trained, highly skilled men and women of faith for our workforce. And for that we are eternally 
grateful. We truly honor the University’s tradition for the last 125 years and look forward to its 
future success.
State Sen. Chris Widener serves 
Ohio’s 10th District, which 
includes Greene, Clark, and 
Madison counties. A native of 
Springfield, Ohio, Sen. Widener 
is an active member of numerous 
community organizations and 
local chambers of commerce. 
Prior to his service as a state 
senator, he was a state 
representative for six years.  
You may contact Sen. Widener  
at SD10@senate.state.oh.us.
Ohio Senator Chris Widener 
presented this proclamation to  
Dr. Bill Brown as part of Cedarville’s 
125th Charter Day celebration.
State senator Chris Widener 
serves Ohio’s 10th District, which 
includes reene, Clark, and 
adison counties. A native of 
Springfield, hio, Sen. idener 
is an active e ber of nu erous 
co unity organizations and 
local cha bers of co erce. 
Prior to his service as a state 
senator, he was a state 
representative for six years. You 
may contact Sen. Widener at 
SD10@senate.state.oh.us.
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advancing cedarvi l le
Your gift provides a firm foundation for Amber.
•	 Today’s	foundation
Cedarville Scholar Award recipient, Student Government Association officer, 
Women’s service organization member
•	 Tomorrow’s	aspiration
To work with a justice-seeking organization speaking for those who have no voice
“My Cedarville Scholar Award is a reminder of the University’s commitment to lifelong leadership and 
service. Over the past few years, that commitment has become my own.”
Help today’s students get where they’re going.
Amber Strickland ’13 
Communication and Political Sciencecedarville.edu/firmfoundation
Ohio State Sen. Chris Widener 
presented this proclamation to  
Dr. Bill Brown as part of Cedarville’s 
125th Charter Day celebration.
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Hail to the Chief
I still remember this moment from early in my freshman 
year. I was walking down the sidewalk between Williams and 
Patterson, when a man walking toward me said, “Hello, Jeff.”
Who was this man, and how did he know my name?
That was my first contact with the dean of men — Dick 
Walker. Little did I know what a profound influence he would 
have on my life. I have worked for or closely with Dick for at least 
17 of my 24 years at Cedarville. I worked for him in campus 
activities, and now he works for me in alumni relations.
Dick’s involvement in the lives of our students and alumni, 
and in the life of our Cedarville community, has been an 
outstanding example to me. Dick values the relationships he has 
made with our alumni. He remembers their birthdays, where they 
live, where they work, and what sports their children are involved 
in. No wonder so many affectionately know him as “Chief.”
Throughout his years at Cedarville, Dick has always been 
driven to give back to the community. In campus activities,  
he coached us to plan events to draw students “downtown.” For 
years he coordinated the University’s involvement in CedarFest, 
and when the Cedarville Opera House was revived, he looked  
for ways to partner with them in programming. Dick’s example 
has encouraged me to get involved in our village community,  
and it has given me a greater tie to our wonderful village and  
the people who have made it their home.
Dick has recently stepped into a more active role in the  
civic leadership of our community. In January, he became one  
of our three township trustees. And others in our Cedarville 
family are following in his footsteps of community leadership. 
We’ve highlighted just some of these stories in this Inspire. As 
Jim Phipps ’68 retires as mayor of Cedarville, George Gibbs ’89 is 
serving as mayor of his hometown in West Virginia. Birgit (Kass) 
McQuiston ’85 and Lisa (Brovont) Babb ’92 ran campaigns  
for their local school boards in Michigan and Ohio. Here  
in Cedarville, our associate dean for library administration,  
Jan Bosma, led a grassroots campaign to build a community 
library. Senior Paul Purtell shares how ROTC training has 
shaped his years at Cedarville and his expectations for future 
service to his country. Dr. Deborah (Bush) Haffey ’68 spent fall 
semester teaching political rhetoric in our nation’s capital. And 
Scott Borling ’96, Sarah Murphy ’10, and Dr. Thomas Mach ’88 
provide helpful information we can use at the polls.
For the last 125 years, Cedarville has prepared graduates  
for lifelong leadership and service, so it’s no surprise that so  
many in our Cedarville family have answered the call to serve 
Christ in their communities.
How is God using you in your community? We want to  
hear from you!
Jeff Beste ’87
Director of Alumni Relations
“ Dick’s involvement in the lives of our 
students and alumni, and in the life of 
our Cedarville community, has been an 
outstanding example to me.”
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director’s chair
chapter focus — cleveland
Get to know the 
Cleveland Chapter!
•	 Established: 2007
•	  Serving: 888 alumni live in zip codes 44000 
through 44399
•	  Leadership Team: David Erlandson ’06, Ron 
Kuntz ’86, Larry Montgomery ’66, Matt ’10 and 
Genelle (Schedlbauer) Pretty ’10, Mark Riley ’84, Sami 
SanGregory ’12, and Ty ’00 and Jillianne (Hancock) 
Waardenburg ’00
•	 	Fun Fact: Cleveland was originally spelled 
“Cleaveland” for city founder General Moses 
Cleaveland. The “a” was dropped in 1830 so the 
name could fit into a newspaper’s masthead.
“Growing up in Cleveland, I know the city pretty well. 
It is cool to be able to share some of the local hot spots 
with fellow alumni who have moved into the area and 
even give them some recommendations for churches, 
schools, or even a fun restaurant to visit on a Friday 
night!”
— Niall McMahon ’13
To get involved in an alumni chapter near you, visit 
cedarville.edu/alumni/chapters.
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1970s
Alan Terwilleger ’78 was recently named 
executive vice president of BreakPoint, a Chuck 
Colson ministry, by the board of directors. Alan 
has been part of Prison Fellowship ministries for 
15 years and resides in Round Hill, Virginia.
Janice (Richards) Viinalass ’78, a missionary  
to Estonia, was a keynote speaker at the 
European Baptist Women’s Union Nordic 
regional conference. She established a crisis 
pregnancy center and a family center called 
Light in the City and is counseling women and 
families from all over Estonia. She and her team 
present seminars in high schools, speaking on 
abortion, the value of life, and HIV.
1980s
Brian Smith ’84 is the senior human resource 
manager with Manitowoc Crane, a leading 
producer of cranes under the brand names of 
Grove, Manitowoc, National Crane, and Potain. 
He is responsible for labor relations and staffing 
of the manufacturing facility in Shady Grove, 
Pennsylvania. Brian and his family reside in 
Mercersburg, Pennsylvania.
1990s
Kari (Clark) Teachout ’91 and her husband, 
Randy, announce the birth of Kelsey Rebecca 
on September 12, 2010. She joined her 
siblings, Kora (6), Kaleb (4), and Kaitlyn (2).  
The family resides in Kokomo, Indiana, where 
Randy teaches French and coaches volleyball, 
and Kari is a stay-at-home mom.
Jennifer (Heritage) PaskVan ’92 is a sixth-
grade special education math teacher at 
Dutchtown Middle School in Hampton, 
Georgia. She was named Teacher of the  
Year for the Henry County school system  
on October 20, 2011. As a result of this honor, 
Jennifer will participate in the application 
process for the Georgia Teacher of the  
Year program.
Curt ’93 and Angie (Henry) Pearson ’94 
announce the birth of Nathaniel Joseph on 
March 19, 2011. He was welcomed home by 
Ashley (17), Megan (15), Bryan (13), Krista (12), 
Tyler (10), Caleb (8), Sierra (5), Alyssa (3), and 
Joshua (2). Curt farms, and Angie is a stay-at-
home mom in Corning, Iowa.
January 7 — Snow Days at Progressive Field
Cleveland, Ohio | Chapter Event
If you would like to contact a friend highlighted in this section, please email us at alumni@cedarville.edu. We’d be glad to put you in touch. CEDARVILLE UNIVERSITY   29
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Jori Whittenburg ’93 and Jeffrey Noble were 
married on September 25, 2010. Jeff is the 
pastor at Queen City First Baptist Church in 
Queen City, Missouri. Jori is a substitute 
teacher and serves with Jeff in the ministry.
Nick Awabdy ’94 and his wife, Nancy, 
announce the birth of Nadia Renee on 
September 7, 2010. She was welcomed home 
by big sisters Natalie (7) and Nicole (5). They 
reside in Carmel, Indiana, where Nick is the 
engineering director at Indiana Mills & 
Manufacturing, Inc., in Westfield, and Nancy 
enjoys being a stay-at-home mom.
Jim ’96 and Jeanne (Carlton) Cramer ’99 
announce the birth of Elliott Christopher on 
October 25, 2011. He was welcomed home  
by his siblings, Harrison and Grace. Jim is  
a network technician for the information 
technology department at Cedarville, and 
Jeanne is a stay-at-home mom.
Paula (Faris) Krueger ’97 is co-anchor for 
World News Now with the ABC network in New 
York City, New York. Paula had been a sports 
anchor for Chicago’s NBC Channel 5 for the 
past six years. She and her husband, John ’99, 
have two children.
Renee (Tuinstra) Trexler ’97 and her husband, 
Michael, announce the birth of Elisabeth Marie 
on September 11, 2011. She was welcomed 
home by Nathaniel (10), Hannah (7), Lydia (5), 
and Sarah (3). They live in Kalamazoo, 
Michigan, where Michael is a physician,  
and Renee is a homeschooling mom.
Jeremy ’98 and Abigail (Howe) Toyer ’98 
announce the birth of Joel Thomas on April 27, 
2011. He was welcomed home by his siblings, 
Joshua (9), Jared (7), Jonathan (5), and Joy (2).
Tom Mullins ’99 is the senior pastor at First 
Baptist Church in Bowling Green, Ohio. Tom 
received his master’s degree from Trinity 
Evangelical Divinity School in 2010. He and  
his wife, Amanda (Bruckner) Mullins ’98,  
have two children, Kathryn and Clayton.
alumni council
Chair
Jason Atwell ‘98
Vice Chair
Lisa (Davidson) McGrady ‘89
Secretary
John Wambold ‘95
Members
Sarah Arnstein ‘03
Tom Chmura ‘78
David Dykema ‘91
Lydia (Baker) Gaddis ‘05
Sandi (Welch) Harner ‘64
Rachel (Mahl) Kimmell ‘04
Scott Mills ‘92
Beth Prentice ‘79
Matt Shiraki ‘06
Latice (Strickland) Spann ‘07
Geoff Walker ‘82
Jearl Ward ‘81
We’ve Saved You a Spot!
It’s time to update your information for the new 
alumni directory. This comprehensive resource will 
include the names of everyone who attended 
Cedarville since we opened our doors in 1887. 
Books will be compiled by PCI publishing in 
cooperation with the Cedarville University Alumni 
Association and will be available for purchase as 
part of Cedarville’s 125th anniversary celebration.
Watch your mail and email for more details! 
cedarville.edu/alumnidirectory
alumni directory
online connections
Stay connected with the latest news  
at Cedarville!
Subscribe to: cedarville.edu/enews 
Alumni eNews is a short, monthly email 
with links to what’s new at Cedarville, 
upcoming events, and alumni spotlights.
Like us: facebook.com/cedarvillealumni 
Connect with old classmates and meet 
new friends. See upcoming events and 
browse photos from past ones.
Follow us: twitter.com/cvillealumni 
Stay current with Cedarville news. Start 
following now and enjoy updates from 
alumni relations. 
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2000s
Eric Allcorn ’00 and his wife, Melissa, 
announce the adoption of Jared Matthew on 
June 9, 2011. They reside in Springfield, 
Missouri, where Eric is a professional engineer, 
and Melissa enjoys caring for Jared at home.
Suzanne (Lehman) Nolt ’00 and her husband, 
Shawn, announce the birth of Gloria Rose on 
March 4, 2011. She was welcomed home by 
her three sisters, Alyssa (10), Courtney (7), and 
Emberlynn (6). Shawn is the pastor of Salem 
Mennonite Church in Shickley, Nebraska, and 
Suzanne is a stay-at-home mom.
Heath ’00 and Erin (Stuenzi) Runkles ’99 
announce the adoption of Rayanna Haode on 
July 25, 2011. She was born in Jiangxi Province, 
China, on March 21, 2010, and was welcomed 
home by Ethan (8), Jesse (6), and Tabitha (4). 
They live in Mount Airy, Maryland.
Andrew Cheney ’01 had a starring role in the 
film Seasons of Gray. Shortly after moving to 
Los Angeles, California, Andrew auditioned for 
the role. Just a few months later he was in 
Texas shooting his first feature film. Andrew 
says it has been incredible to see God faithfully 
open doors in His timing and in ways he never 
would have envisioned. The film’s first limited 
release was in September 2011. It will release 
again in movie theaters and on DVD in 2012.
Ben Clark ’01 and Melinda Sue Yin Mui were 
married on February 2, 2011, in Beecrof, New 
South Wales, Australia. They currently reside  
in Singapore.
Jerred ’01 and Darcy (Fivek) Davis ’02 
announce the birth of Jack Henry. He joined  
his sister, Sophia (4). They reside in Dayton, 
Ohio, where Jerred is an engineer with Rittal 
Corporation, and Darcy enjoys staying at  
home with the children.
alumni spotlight
30 Years of Public Service
After 14 years on the Cedarville, Ohio, Village Council and 16 years as mayor, Jim Phipps ’68 has retired from public 
service. The Council and Cedarville Area Chamber of Commerce recognized Jim’s service alongside Councilman Ken St. Clair, 
who retired after 35 years of service, at a January 31, 2012, reception. Guests included state and local officials, including Ohio 
Attorney General Mike DeWine and State Sen. Chris Widener, who presented proclamations honoring the men’s service.
Greene County Commissioner Marilyn Reid called Jim the “quarterback for Cedarville.” 
She said, “He spoke ardently, purposefully, and truthfully for you. You have wonderful public 
servants working on your behalf.”
The Cedarville Area Chamber of Commerce extended to Jim a lifetime membership, 
and Cedarville’s current mayor, Robert Fudge, proclaimed January 9, 2013, to be “James R. 
Phipps Day” in the village.
Jim gave heartfelt thanks and expressed his gratitude for the many people who have 
served alongside him, including his wife, Patricia (Bonzo) ’70, who scheduled family vacations 
and events around three decades of council meetings. “What we have accomplished in 
Cedarville has not happened because of the mayor,” Jim said. “It’s the great fiscal officers, a great town council, a fine police 
department, talented and hardworking maintenance workers, and numerous volunteers — you made it easy to serve.”
Jim will continue in his role as senior professor of communications at Cedarville, where he has taught since 1968. 
You may contact Jim at phippsj@cedarville.edu.
“ Greene County 
Commissioner 
Marilyn Reid called 
Jim the ‘quarterback 
for Cedarville.’”
Jim Phipps ‘68 has retired from public 
service after 16 years as mayor of 
Cedarville, Ohio.
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Heidi Kinniburgh ’01 and Joshua Bowker were 
married on May 14, 2011. They now live in 
Kalispell, Montana. Heidi is a family practice 
registered nurse and works in obstetrics as 
needed, and Joshua works for a heating, 
ventilation, and air conditioning installer.
Heather (Nicol) Lovas ’01 and her husband, 
Jason, announce the birth of Isaac William  
on September 28, 2010. They reside in 
Ligonier, Pennsylvania.
Nicholas ’01 and Melanie (Wadlington) 
Powell ’00 announce the birth of Isaac. Big 
brothers Caleb (2), Titus (4), and Micah (5) 
welcomed him home on September 18, 2011.
Brett Buckingham ’02 and his wife, Amber, 
announce the birth of Adelaide Pearl on 
September 11, 2011. She was welcomed  
home by Breck Reid (2). Brett is the senior 
admissions counselor at Cornerstone  
University in Grand Rapids, Michigan.
Amber Hodkinson ’02 and Chris Neal  
were married December 19, 2009. Amber  
is a registered nurse at Genesis-Bethesda 
Hospital, and Chris works for Goodyear.  
They live near East Canton, Ohio.
Justin ’02 and Abi (Cook) Tubbs ’08 announce 
the birth of twin girls, Emma Ruth and Ruby 
Michaela, on August 4, 2011. They reside in 
Dayton, Ohio, where Justin is a computer 
programmer, and Abi is a recording artist.
recent events
November 11 — Buffaloe Lanes
Raleigh, North Carolina | Chapter Event
December 28 — University of Nevada
Reno, Nevada | Regional Event
January 20 — Kettering Ice Arena
Miami Valley, Ohio | Chapter Event
February 3 — Manheim Brethren in  
Christ Church
South Central, Pennsylvania | Chapter Event
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Nathan ’03 and Patty (Roach) Bell ’03 
announce the birth of Joseph Nathan on  
July 10, 2010. Nathan is a web developer,  
and Patty enjoys staying home with Joseph. 
They live in Cincinnati, Ohio.
Christina Colarossi ’03 and Christopher 
Colegrove were married on July 16, 2011. 
Christopher works as an environmental 
protection specialist at the Department  
of Veterans Affairs, and Christina is a  
registered nurse at Veritas. They reside  
in Sweet Valley, Pennsylvania.
Beth (Walters) Day ’03 and her husband, Ryan, 
announce the birth of twins, Claire Marie and 
Leah Anne, on April 8, 2011. Big sister Elyse 
Ellen (3) welcomed them home in Washington 
Court House, Ohio.
Anna (Gebert) Kober ’04 and her husband, 
Erik, announce the birth of Sophia Karinne  
on February 9, 2011. Anna recently received 
her master’s degree in education from the 
University of Kansas. Erik is a major in the 
military and returned in December 2011  
from a six-month tour of duty in Iraq. They 
reside in Fort Bragg, North Carolina.
Paul ’04 and Sharon (Hershey) Miller ’04 
announce the birth of Renee Grace on June 2, 
2011. She was welcomed home by her big 
brothers, Jordan (4) and Eric (2). They reside  
in Hatboro, Pennsylvania.
Marcia (Yamarino) Slagel ’04 and her husband, 
Matthew, announce the birth of Giovanni 
Matthew on January 17, 2011. Matthew is a 
mechanical engineer for L3 Communications  
in Mason, Ohio. After teaching seventh-grade 
math for seven years, Marcia now stays home 
with Gio.
alumni spotlight
Entrepreneurial VIPs
Although Columbus, Ohio, unveiled a citywide curbside recycling service this spring, Travis Smith ’09 and 
Jesse Lear ’09 are part of a significant population of city residents who will be left out — renters. The marketing graduates 
saw an opportunity and developed a business plan.
Together they launched VIP Waste Services, a revolutionary recycling 
program serving those who rent apartments and condos. As demand for 
recycling and other green initiatives grow, they offer a creative solution to 
owners and managers of residential facilities. Their company now serves 
more than 3,500 Columbus households each week, and they are adding 
between 500–1,000 more each month. Their services include starter kits 
and recycling bags, pickup by a professional crew, and custom-designed 
marketing materials for their clients.
At the beginning of this new business venture, Travis sees the value 
of his business education at Cedarville. “The knowledge, experience, and most importantly, sincerity of the faculty and 
staff were what really opened my eyes to how different Cedarville truly was from other schools,” he said. “My professors 
were constantly challenging me and holding me to a higher standard.”
You may contact Travis at travis@vipwaste.com and Jesse at jesse@vipwaste.com.
“ As demand for recycling and 
other green initiatives grow, 
they offer a creative solution 
to owners and managers of 
residential facilities.”
Columbus Mayor Michael Coleman greets 
Travis Smith ‘09 (left) and Jesse Lear ‘09 
(right), founders of VIP Waste Services.
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Emily Snyder ’04 accepted the position of 
collegiate operations coordinator with The 
Navigators in Colorado Springs, Colorado,  
in April 2011. Emily previously worked for 
Rolls-Royce in Indianapolis and England, as  
well as spending one year with a consulting 
firm in New York. Emily is raising support and 
plans to move to Colorado in early 2012.
Michael ’05 and Bethany (McDaniel) Baker ’07 
announce the birth of Danielle Elizabeth on 
March 25, 2011. Michael is a teacher at Lansing 
Christian School, and the family lives in 
Charlotte, Michigan.
Wayne Fannon ’05 and his wife, Emily, 
announce the birth of Micah Wayne on  
April 22, 2011. They live in Smithville, Ohio, 
where Emily is taking time off from teaching  
to stay home with Micah, and Wayne is an 
electrical engineer.
Amy Kennard ’05 and Max Strange were 
married on April 18, 2009. Max is in the  
process of switching from the medical field  
to computers, and Amy works part time as a 
nurse. They currently reside near Dayton, Ohio.
Daniel ’05 and Alana (Merritt) Rasbach ’05 
announce the birth of Jonas Green on 
November 3, 2011. He was welcomed home  
by Shen Archer (2). They live in Nashville, 
Tennessee, where Dan is earning a graduate 
nurse practitioner degree, and Alana works as a 
part-time dermatology nurse and photographer.
Lamar ’06 and Grace (Gebert) King ’06 
announce the birth of Azariah Jaden on 
October 8, 2011. They live in Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania, where Lamar works as an 
agricultural loan officer. Grace is a full-time 
mom after five years as administrative 
coordinator with HOPE International.
recent events
February 11 — Cedarville University and the 
Cedarville Opera House
Cedarville, Ohio | Chapter Event
March 3 — Mellow Mushroom
Atlanta, Georgia | Chapter Event
join careernet
Your years of experience and professional 
contacts can help students and alumni get a  
head start in their careers!
Choose your level of participation — from 
forwarding job leads to talking to students 
interested in your field. Join our “Cedarville 
University Career Services” group on LinkedIn  
for career-related discussions and job leads!
Enroll today by emailing career@cedarville.edu  
or by calling 1-888-562-4811.
Did you get promoted? Start a business?  
Direct a play? Publish your memoirs? Earn a 
degree? Win an election? Receive an award? 
Climb every mountain? Ford every stream?  
Follow every rainbow ’til you found your dream?
Visit cedarville.edu/inspire for deadlines and  
how to submit your updates and photos.
share your news
34   SPRING 2012
alumnotesalumnotes
Phillip Prater ’06 and his wife, Andrea, 
announce the birth of Philomena “Mena” 
Janette on October 29, 2011. Mena joined 
older brother Titus.
Jeremy ’06 and Kimberly (Feiler) Stephens ’07 
announce the birth of Molly Claire on August 7, 
2011. Jeremy received his Master of Divinity 
degree in 2010 from Biblical Theological 
Seminary and is a pastor of families and youth. 
Kim works for a company that does remote-
access bookkeeping, which allows her to be 
home with Molly. They live in Toms River,  
New Jersey.
Kate (Varney) Timms ’06 and her husband, 
Ryan, announce the birth of Reagan Elyse on 
May 16, 2011. They live in Bethlehem, Georgia.
Back the Jackets
Alumni Basketball Weekend, which 
coincided with Cedarville’s 125th 
anniversary, kicked off with a 
special Charter Day chapel on 
Thursday (see cedarville.edu/125 
if you missed it). The celebration 
continued into Friday as alumni 
and the Cedarville family enjoyed 
an elegant evening at the Dayton 
Art Institute. Saturday was filled 
with the usual blue and gold, 
Jacket-cheering, pep-band-playing 
mania. Former basketball players 
were competitive in the men’s and 
women’s alumni games that day, 
and that evening, the varsity 
teams faced the Urbana Blue 
Knights. At halftime of the men’s 
game, a special ceremony honored 
former men’s head basketball 
coaches: John Townsley ’50 who 
stood in for Bob Underwood 
(coached 1953–57), Sherm Bowser 
(coached 1957–60), Don Callan 
(coached 1960–95), Jeff Reep ’78 
(coached 1995–2000), and Ray 
Slagle (coached 2000–08). It was  
a great way to mark 125 years  
of inspiring greatness!
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Andrew ’07 and Elizabeth (Reynolds)  
Brewer ’08 announce the birth of their son, 
Benjamin Lawrence, on September 13, 2011.  
In his short 15 ½ hours on earth, he gave  
the gift of life to at least one other person 
through organ donation.
Michelle Lanham ’07 received her Master of 
Arts degree from the University of Dayton and 
is now pursuing her Juris Doctor degree at 
Capital University Law School. She is employed 
at the Ohio Legal Rights Service and lives in 
Columbus, Ohio.
Kelsey (Salisbury) Mitchem ’07 and her 
husband, Brandon, announce the birth of  
Kylee Paige on April 14, 2010. They live in 
Gallipolis, Ohio, where Kelsey teaches third 
grade and Brandon teaches sixth grade.
Andrea Kiser ’09 recently accepted the 
position of administrative assistant to the 
president of Council for Christian Colleges & 
Universities. Andrea lives in Boyds, Maryland.
Ryan Lustig ‘09 has been promoted to  
regional sales manager at SigmaTEK  
Systems, developer of SigmaNEST, a leader  
in automated sheet metal cutting software.  
In his new role, Ryan will manage the entire 
Northeast region of the U.S. Ryan and  
his wife, Courtney (McHugh) ‘09, reside in 
Cincinnati, Ohio.
Bethany Mast ’09 and Chris Lehman were 
married on July 9, 2011. They live in Nairobi, 
Kenya, where they both teach at Rosslyn 
Academy, an international missionary school. 
Bethany teaches first grade, and Chris is a high 
school English teacher.
upcoming events
For more events, visit cedarville.edu/alumnievents.
(All event information is subject to change.)
April 16 — Fifth Third Field
Dayton, Ohio | Regional Event
April 21 — Crew Stadium
Columbus, Ohio | Chapter Event
April 21 — Carriage House Café
Houston, Texas | Chapter Event
May 11 — Luau
Honolulu, Hawaii | Chapter Event
May 12 — Sight & Sound Theatre
South Central, Pennsylvania and Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania | Chapter Event
May 16 — Comerica Park
Detroit, Michigan | Chapter Event
May 17 — Fifth Third Field
Toledo, Ohio | Regional Event
May 19 — First Baptist Church of Bellevue
Seattle, Washington | Chapter Event
June 6 — Cooper Stadium
Columbus, Ohio | Chapter Event
June 7 — Canal Park
Akron, Ohio | Regional Event
June 8 — PNC Park
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania | Regional Event
June 19 — Louisville Slugger Field
Louisville, Kentucky | Chapter Event
June 20 — Greer Stadium
Nashville, Tennessee | Chapter Event
June 23 — Sight & Sound Theatre
South Central, Pennsylvania and Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania | Chapter Event
June 25 — Great American Ball Park
Cincinnati, Ohio | Chapter Event
June 26 — Victory Field
Indianapolis, Indiana | Chapter Event
June 27 — Wrigley Field
Chicago, Illinois | Chapter Event
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Dale Lempa ’10 and Jill Olley were married  
on July 24, 2011. They reside in Raleigh, North 
Carolina, where Dale attends Shepherds 
Theological Seminary.
Jason Bender ’11 and Torrie Pepper ’10  
were married on August 21, 2011, in Holland, 
Michigan. Jason is in graduate school at 
Pittsburgh University working on his master’s 
degree in prosthetics and orthotics, and Torrie 
is a nurse at Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh. 
They live in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
Michael Clouse ’11 recently accepted the 
position of general assignment reporter and  
10 p.m. producer for WTHI, News 10, in Terre 
Haute, Indiana.
In Memory
We extend our condolences to the families 
and friends of these dear loved ones.
William P. Ambrose of Coos Bay, Oregon, 
passed away on August 26, 2011. William was  
a member of the Cedarville College faculty 
from 1953–58 and loved teaching music. 
During his time at Cedarville, he formed a 
traveling choir and coached tennis. He is 
survived by his wife, Jacquelin Mae Kimpel 
Ambrose, seven children, 21 grandchildren,  
and 26 great-grandchildren.
Beryl Brown passed away on June 10, 2011. 
She served as secretary to former Cedarville 
president and chancellor, Dr. James T. 
Jeremiah, from 1964–1971. She was faithful  
to the Lord’s service as a pastor’s wife, mother, 
grandmother, great-grandmother, and great-
great-grandmother. She was preceded in death 
by her husband, Carl Brown. She is survived  
by her daughter, Junia (Brown) Olson ’70 
(Steven ’71); her son, Jonathan Brown ’68 
(Carolyn Homan ’69); and many grandchildren 
and their spouses who are also alumni.
Eldon Gillespie ’40 of Speedway, Indiana, 
passed away on October 14, 2011. After 
graduating from Cedarville, Ed served during 
World War II in the U.S. Army Air Corps, Pacific 
Theatre. He worked for 25 years at General 
Motors and was a lifetime member of Veterans  
of Foreign Wars, American Legion, and 
American Veterans. He is survived by sons 
Dennis and Jeffrey and many nieces and 
nephews. He was preceded in death by his  
wife of 55 years, Alta.
James A. Varga ’54 passed away on 
November 13, 2010, in Cleveland, Ohio.  
He served as a pastor for several years after 
graduating from Cedarville. He and his wife 
loved to dance and be active. James retired 
from Western Electric after 32 years of service. 
Survivors include his beloved wife of 55 years, 
Mary Ann; daughter, Cindy Waller (Bruce); 
grandchildren, Adam Waller (Melinda), Matthew 
Waller, John Waller (Erika), Anna Klein (Cody), 
Sarah Wilmot (Tim), and Becky Waller; and 
several great-grandchildren.
Dean K. Langford ’56 passed away on 
February 4, 2011. He was from Greentown, 
Indiana, where he taught at Eastern Howard 
School Corporation. Dean received his master’s 
degree from Marian College and completed 
graduate work in elementary administration at 
Ball State University. He enjoyed doing yard 
work and playing the piano. He is survived by  
his son, David Langford (Susan); adopted son, 
Dr. Daniel Toweh (Margaret); adopted daughter, 
Willa Grace Goeh (Henry); a sister, Kathryn 
Cullom (Glen); brother, James Langford; four 
grandchildren, seven great-grandchildren; and 
several nieces and nephews. He was preceded 
in death by his wife, J. Statia.
Clifford W. Boessel ’59 of Toledo, Ohio, 
passed away on June 16, 2011. He was the 
founding pastor of First Baptist Church of 
Kouts, Indiana, and was retired from full-time 
pastoring at the time of his death. He was 
preceded in death by his first wife, Ruth, in 
2002. He is survived by his wife, Jill (Roth) 
Boessel; children, Robert, Thomas, Debbie 
Walker, and Rebecca Kovatch; and many 
beloved grandchildren.
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Judith Ann (Dadisman) Pearce ’63 of 
Stanwood, Washington, passed away on 
December 19, 2011. She taught elementary 
school for years in both Ohio and Washington. 
She enjoyed her family, traveling, and playing 
the piano. She was a deaconess and church 
organist. Judith is survived by her sons, Jeffrey 
(Linda), Timothy (Kathleen), James (fiancée, 
Melissa Ellsworth); beloved grandchildren; 
siblings, Marlea Dadisman and David Dadisman 
(Bonnie); and many loved in-laws, nephews, 
nieces, and cousins.
Dorothy (Lightly) Davidson ’65 of Austin, 
Minnesota, passed away on March 29, 2011. 
Dorothy enjoyed gardening, cooking,  
reading, driving her John Deere tractor, and 
spending time with her grandchildren and 
family. Dorothy is survived by her husband, 
Donald ’65; her children, Dennis Davidson  
and Debra (Davidson) Berlie ’96; five 
grandchildren; her mother, Ione Lightly; and her 
brother, Douglas Lightly ’67 (Jane Hess ’69).
Barbara (Roth) Rohde ’79 of Secor, Illinois, 
passed away on July 14, 2011. She received  
a master’s degree in education with an 
emphasis in reading from Illinois State 
University and homeschooled her four children. 
She enjoyed volunteering in Awana, 4-H, and 
youth soccer. She is survived by her husband, 
Joseph, Sr. ’79; two daughters, Sherrie and 
Amanda; two sons, Joseph, Jr., (Sarah) and 
Matthew; two brothers, John F. Roth, Jr.,  
and Bill Roth; three sisters, Dawn Reichelt, 
Cheryl (Roth) McLeod ’81, and Esther 
Schneider; and several nieces and nephews, 
including Joshua McLeod ’12.
Deborah L. Nash ’84 of Terre Haute, Indiana, 
passed away on November 25, 2011. She 
worked for several accounting firms as well  
as H&R Block. While at Cedarville, she traveled 
with an MIS team to Australia led by Harold 
Green, a highlight of her life. In spite of her 
physical condition, she lived a full, influential 
life to the end. She is survived by her parents, 
Jerry and Janice Nash, a brother, a sister, a 
special caregiver, and her beloved cat. The 
family would like to thank Cedarville for the 
provisions that made it possible for Deborah  
to attend.
Friends for Life Cruise
February 3–10, 2013
Cruise the Caribbean 
for a week on the 
Norwegian Pearl. 
Rooms start at just $449 
per person.
cedarville.edu/cruise
1-800-837-2566
Update your Cedarville 
gear with custom tees and 
hoodies. Choose your own 
colors and graphics!
cedarville.edu/bookstore
Jean (Moeser) Keller ’86, passed away on 
January 6, 2011, in Arlington, Texas. She 
worked as a lab technician, homeschooled  
her six children, served actively in Christ 
Covenant Church with her husband, Rev. 
Joseph Keller, and enjoyed horseback riding, 
crafting, photography, and being outdoors.  
She is survived by her husband; her six children, 
Hannah, Rebekah, Ruth, Naomi, Deborah,  
and Daniel; her mother, Lois Moeser; brother, 
Larry Moeser; and sister, Gail Bernacki.
Zackary Dustin Flower ’00 of Berea, Kentucky, 
passed away on November 21, 2011. He 
served in the U.S. Army National Guard during 
the Iraq War. Zackary was passionate about 
making music. He is survived by his parents, 
Mark and Laurie Flower; 10 siblings, Molly 
Brewsaugh, Madeline, Anna, Abigail, Kate, 
Canaan, Ethan, Caleb, Emma, and Noah 
Flower; his grandparents, Robert and Dorothy 
Flower; grandfather, Herbert Shwedick; and 
four nieces and nephews.
John Ryan Harris ’02 of Big Bear City, 
California, passed away on May 17, 2011.  
He enjoyed wood sculpting, poetry, and 
creative writing. He had been working on  
two Christian-based books at the time of  
his death. He is survived by his parents,  
J. David and Meda (Edelblute) Harris ’72; 
sister, Kristen (Harris) Minor ’04 (Matthew); 
and grandparents Edwin and Marie Edelblute.
alumni spotlight
Cedarville Is in the House (and Senate)
For more than 40 years, the Ohio Legislative Service Commission has sponsored a 13-month fellowship to give 
recent college graduates practical experience in the legislative process. The program in Columbus, Ohio, accepts about 
20 fellows each year, and this year’s cohort includes four Cedarville graduates.
Serving in the Ohio Senate:
Stephanie Baker ’11 assists three senators in the Ohio Senate Republican caucus where 
she works on the Finance Committee and the State and Local Government and Veterans 
Affairs Committee. “The best part of the experience is being part of making history,” 
she said.
Marcus Benjamin ’11 is an assistant to the legislative aide and administrative aide in four 
Republican Senate offices. His responsibilities — including constituent relations, legislative research, and transcribing 
committee hearings — are teaching him about the daily operation of state government and public administration.
Serving in the Ohio House of Representatives:
Krista West ’11 works in the majority communications department. “It’s exciting to help craft the messages legislators 
will present to their constituents,” she said. “This experience has provided unique insight into where the rubber meets 
the road in state politics and its direct effect on Ohio’s citizens.”
Andrew Vitaliti ’10 helps two representatives stay connected to the constituents in their districts. “I’m interested in 
politics,” he said, “and this fellowship allows me to see what state and local government is all about.”
Stephanie Baker ’11, Marcus Benjamin ’11, 
Krista West ’11, and Andrew Vitaliti ’10 
have a 13-month fellowship with the Ohio 
Legislative Service Commission.
Photo credit: Jenna Mann, Ohio House
“ The best part of 
the experience 
is being part of 
making history.”
Send us your news! Deadlines are December 15 for the 
spring issue, April 15 for the summer issue, and August 
15 for the fall/winter issue. The editorial staff has full 
discretion regarding submissions. Submit your updates 
to Inspire, Cedarville University, 251 N. Main St., 
Cedarville, OH 45314, or cedarville.edu/inspire.
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Where in the World Is Cedarville?
Best Overall
David Lindholm ’07 stopped while sightseeing in Oxford, England, 
in March 2011 to pose for a photo in front of Christ Church.
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1. Most Adventurous
  Jenny Oosterhouse ’12, Aaryn Marquardt ’06, Scott Marquardt ’06,  
Todd Marquardt ’07, and Jason Marquardt ’03 showed off their Cedarville  
spirit, and their waterskiing abilities, during Labor Day weekend at Camp  
Calvary in Newaygo, Michigan.
2. Most Famous
  Valerie Van Wingerden ’05 was excited to meet Congressman Adam Kinzinger  
at a fundraiser in Ottawa, Illinois.
3. Best Family Photo
  Pictured in front of the Swiss Alps in Adelboden, Switzerland, the McCoy  
family — Michael McCoy ’09, Barry McCoy ’73, Margaret McCoy, and Megan 
McCoy — enjoyed a family tour of Europe while visiting Michael, who was 
spending a year abroad as a missionary in Black Forest, Germany.
4. Best Christmas Photo
  Alumni and friends Cammie Walters-Carlson ’11, Megan Grigsby ’11,  
Tiffany Edmonds ’11, and Ethan Smith ’11 spent Christmas together in  
Denver, Colorado, the Mile High City.
5. Best CedarSighting
  For Beth (Morse) Natalello ’89, all roads lead to Cedarville … at least this one  
in Chesapeake, Virginia, did.
6. Best Participation
  Don Callan and his wife, Nedra, gathered with Cedarville alumni at  
ABWE’s triennial All-Brazil Meeting in Florianopolis, Brazil. In attendance  
were Cal Clark ’81, David Southwell ’71, Evelyn (Hare) Southwell ’70, Maicol  
Venter ’07, Mandy Venter, Randy Southwell ’93, Sarah (Good) Southwell ’93,  
Erin Wawro ’94, Randy Richner ’93, Cindy (Commons) Richner ’91, David 
Smallman ’87, Valerie (Hite) Smallman ’85, Andrew Arthur ’09, and others.
7. Farthest from Cedarville
  Teaching English in Beijing gave Megan Ray ’11 some amazing experiences 
— including climbing the Great Wall of China.
8. Honorable Mention
  Matthew Beck ’98 and Marie (Lyons) Beck ’98 posed for this photo outside  
a village in Niger, Africa, where Marie’s parents served as missionaries 25  
years ago.
1
2 3
4 5
6 7 8
View all of the photo submissions at cedarville.edu/inspire and begin planning now for your entry in next year’s contest!
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Putting Polite Back into Politics
by Dr. Deborah (Bush) Haffey ’68
Washington, D.C., is a great place for a professor of political communication 
to find herself. When the department of history and government invited me  
to teach the D.C. Semester in fall 2011, I immediately agreed. Here was my 
chance to hang out in the city that has been the setting of much of my media 
consumption — whether reading political opinion and political novels or watching 
political films. I spent four heady months teaching the students who became D.C. 
interns, introducing them to historical and cultural events, arranging meetings 
with professionals in the city (many of whom are Cedarville alumni), and listening 
to leading national journalists and political thinkers.
The class focused on, among other topics, the communication standards for 
civil discourse in a democracy. With the 2012 presidential election looming closer, 
it couldn’t have been a better time to consider this issue. Whether watching 
public debates or engaging in private conversations, we’ve witnessed how quickly 
a healthy dialogue can turn into argumentative rhetoric that ultimately degrades 
our democracy. Discussing these ideas in D.C. emphasized what’s at stake in civil 
discourse. Along with my students, I was reminded of the responsibility we have 
as American citizens to engage political discourse with integrity and respect.
Democracy Essentials
The German sociologist and philosopher Jürgen Habermas made famous the 
idea of a “public square” — a place where citizens come together to discuss public 
“ Along with my students,  
I was reminded of the 
responsibility we have  
as American citizens to 
engage political discourse 
with integrity and respect.”
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concerns in an informal setting, whether 
coffee shops, restaurants, or social media 
channels. Habermas calls for us to recognize 
the other’s right to speak and respect his 
ability to explain his point. When we offer 
communicative freedom to one another in a 
communication encounter, we create a public 
space with our words. The space remains  
open for others to join and contribute to the 
discussion. A democracy is defined by this 
level of openness because it requires more 
citizen engagement than a despotic 
government does.
Additionally, ideal rhetoric requires  
that I realize that the person with whom I 
disagree is thinking about the same issue  
from a different perspective and that I should 
attempt to understand that perspective.  
In this scenario, as both participants listen 
attentively to each other, one person might 
decide to adopt or move closer to the other’s 
perspective. But even if we never quite agree, 
the conversation helps us understand the 
necessity of the encounter. And if we end on a 
peaceful basis, then perhaps the conversation 
can be resumed at another time.
Rhetoric scholars Richard Cherwitz  
and James Hikins call this “self-risk.” When  
I engage another person in a political 
conversation, I must be willing to moderate  
or change my position if I realize it is not as 
strong, correct, or well-reasoned as the 
competing one. In their book City of Man, 
Michael Gerson, former head speechwriter 
for George W. Bush, and Peter Wehner,  
who also worked under former President 
Bush, say that “democracy … was designed 
for disagreement.” They reference Galatians, 
where Paul confronts Peter in front of a  
group of people, and remind us that wit and 
sarcasm are effective when used well. They 
warn against calling for civility that requires 
“hollowed-out principles” and “lukewarm 
moral commitments” (p. 122).
The D.C. interns and I talked extensively 
about the need for civility in government.  
But the goal is not simply to have a smoothly 
running democracy. As Gerson and Wehner 
say, “It has to do with reflecting a view of 
human persons and their inherent dignity.  
It means treating people with respect and 
good manners regardless of the views they 
might hold” (p. 123). Being willing to 
participate in the conversation in the public 
square does not mean we will solve all of 
society’s problems. But it should provide a 
better opportunity to understand one another. 
We can avoid shutting down the discussion 
and accusing one another of being misleading, 
deceitful, or frivolous.
Principles to Live By
So why can’t politicians understand  
how to engage in civil discourse? The rule  
of the day last fall was for one politician to 
demagogue another who had a different 
position. When the deciding factor was 
whether a candidate would survive the 
looming primary in order to fight another  
day, even once-friendly Republicans adopted  
a leave-no-survivors strategy.
Perhaps they don’t understand — or 
perhaps they do understand — the standards 
for free speech in the public square, yet they 
believe this is how citizens (or the media, 
which we support when we watch, listen, or 
read) want them to behave. It seems to be  
the way many citizens treat them. Cedarville’s 
D.C. interns who worked on Capitol Hill 
frequently spoke about the number of angry 
or mean-spirited phone calls they answered 
from constituents. And we hear a constant 
stream of talk, some of it casual conversation 
when the politicians think the microphone  
is turned off, in which another political leader 
is dismissed or demonized.
Self-risk is a threatening practice to 
employ because it forces me to think carefully 
about my opinions and to be able to defend 
them. While I would never apply this standard 
to the truth of Scripture, there are many 
instances during the course of a day where I 
can apply this principle. Would it benefit me 
to talk openly with someone from the other 
side, allowing her to be heard — really heard 
— and then comparing her position to mine, 
with an honest willingness to moderate my 
position if I begin to see its weakness?
As I experienced for myself, the D.C. 
Semester prepares students to recognize 
what’s at stake if we, as a nation, undermine 
the very principles on which our democracy 
rests. Conviction and plurality are essential 
— but only when coupled with respect, 
civility, and a humble willingness to admit  
our own faults. 
Dr. Deborah (Bush) Haffey ’68 is a senior professor  
of communications in the department of media  
and applied communications. She received her  
M.A. in communications and her Ph.D. in political 
communications, both from The Ohio State University. 
She is in her 26th year of teaching at Cedarville, and she 
lives in Beavercreek, Ohio, with her husband, David ’69. 
You may contact her at haffeyd@cedarville.edu.
The D.C. Semester is a unique opportunity for 
students and faculty to live, learn, and work in our 
nation’s capital.
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Dr. Brown’s Top Picks
■ Book
You Lost Me: Why Young Christians Are 
Leaving Church ... and Rethinking Faith  
by David Kinnaman
The answer to why so many teenagers  
leave the church is not as simple as we 
think. David Kinnaman, president of  
the Barna Group, provides research to  
open up the complexities of why 18–29- 
year-olds struggle with faith as they  
reach independence.
■ Website
globalmediaoutreach.com
Check out this incredible ministry that 
presents the Gospel and disciples millions 
across the world every day. You can also 
sign up to become an online missionary.
■ Podcast
heartlightministries.org/blogs/pttradio
On Parenting Today’s Teens, Mark Gregston 
offers daily practical and thought-provoking 
advice for parents of teens. Recent topics 
include “When My Kids Won’t Go to 
Church,” “The Same-Sex Craze,” and 
“Teens Who Lie.”
■ Movie
Departures
A young concert cellist realizes that he 
cannot support his family with his music  
so he returns to his home town where he 
takes a job as one who prepares the dead 
for burial. This movie is a fascinating look 
into Japanese culture and relationships.  
The perseverance of his family and  
teachers is the real star of the story.
Civility War
by Dr. Bill Brown
In January 2009, Mark DeMoss, a well-
known conservative Republican, and Lanny 
Davis, a well-known liberal Democrat, formed 
the CivilityProject.org to raise the level of 
political and public discourse in America. 
Concerned by the uncivil rhetoric and conduct 
in American society, their project was a 
“grassroots movement of people from diverse 
backgrounds who agree that, at this critical 
time in America’s history, solutions to our most 
pressing problems will be found only through  
a more civil exchange of ideas.”
After receiving broad public support and 
media coverage for their work, they sent a 
letter to every member of Congress and sitting 
governor asking them to sign a simple pledge 
of civility. The pledge was brief:
1.  I will be civil in my public discourse  
and behavior.
2.  I will be respectful of others whether  
or not I agree with them.
3.  I will stand against incivility when I  
see it.
Of the 585 public officials contacted,  
only three responded by signing the pledge. 
After two years of futile attempts to generate 
commitments from other politicians, DeMoss 
and Davis gave up and dissolved the civility 
project.
Sadly, substantive dialogue on important 
issues rarely exists. Sound bites prevail. The 
common practice today is to choose a side on  
a controversial issue and demonize those who 
disagree. Media personalities give proponents 
from each side a few seconds to explain their 
positions and then they talk (and yell) over 
each other a few more seconds before a 
commercial break. No wonder half of 
Americans tune out government and politics 
and two-thirds consider lack of civility to  
be a major problem.
Living and speaking in ways that  
commend the Gospel is a responsibility that  
is always before us. As Christians, we have the 
opportunity to elevate public discourse and 
model civility. The issues are too important  
not to speak clearly and listen closely. There  
is too much at stake for us to lose sight of the 
big picture.
The apostle Paul reminds Christians of the 
attitude that should mark our dialogue: “And 
the Lord’s servant must not quarrel; instead,  
he must be kind to everyone, able to teach,  
not resentful. Those who oppose him he must 
gently instruct” (2 Tim. 2:24–25).
Paul also emphasizes the particular 
importance of sensitivity toward others: “Be 
wise in the way you act toward outsiders;  
make the most of every opportunity. Let your 
conversation be always full of grace, seasoned 
with salt, so that you may know how to answer 
everyone” (Col. 4:5–6).
In God’s sight, winning a war of words is 
no victory at all. In today’s political and cultural 
climates, Christians can become models for 
taking on complex issues with informed and 
civil interactions. Bolstered by lives of service 
and sacrifice, we can fulfill our call to be salt 
and light in a world that is increasingly 
unsavory and dark.
president’s perspective
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Serendipity is a space featuring your stories about the delightfully unexpected ways our Cedarville roots bring us together. Essays can 
be humorous, heartfelt, or surprising. Please limit your story to 500 words and include your name, class year (for alumni), city, and state. 
Submit your essay for consideration to Inspire, Cedarville University, 251 N. Main St., Cedarville, OH, 45314, or cedarville.edu/inspire.
In my 22 years at Cedarville, I have met many amaz-
ing students who have left an imprint on my life. It has 
been a joy to keep in touch with many of these gradu-
ates who have become lifelong friends. In 2008, I met a 
unique student who soon became like family.
“Do you have an opening in The Cove for a student 
worker next semester?” That’s how I met Grant 
Miller ’12. I hired Grant to be one of our front desk 
receptionists, and I soon discovered he was not your 
typical freshman. Like other Cedarville students, Grant 
was intelligent, funny, and a hard worker, yet his obser-
vations were deep, insightful, and even visionary — he 
had an uncommonly old soul for an 18-year-old. Our 
Cove team enjoys strong interpersonal connections, 
and Grant jumped right in alongside us as we laughed, 
cried, cooked, played, explored, and shared defining 
life experiences.
In the spring of 2010, as Grant finished his sopho-
more year, his mother died after a brief, but courageous 
battle against cancer. As The Cove journeyed through 
this dark time together, the foundations of our shared 
relationships began to shift. Powerfully emotional and 
meaningful, Lane Ann’s funeral had a profound effect 
on us all. You can’t always define the moment when 
strangers become friends, but there’s never a doubt 
when friends become family. We had stood face-to-face 
with death and survived.
Last fall, while casually chatting about our mutual 
hobby of genealogical research, we began listing 
names of some of the more prominent families in our 
trees. When we discovered we both had “Weather-
fords” in our family trees, we quickly pulled up our 
research on ancestry.com and began to trace it back. 
After all that we had experienced together over the 
past three years, the possibility that we could be blood-
related was almost too much to comprehend. 
We held our breaths as we began comparing our 
research, two computer monitors side by side. When 
“Thomas Weatherford and Margaret Waring” appeared 
on both of our screens, we sat in stunned silence as we 
followed this line on both sides for several generations. 
The whole office heard us erupt at the realization — we 
were family all along! 
We often find strength and comfort in our connec-
tions as “Cedarville family,” and this family connection, 
at Cedarville, is no exception. It will be tough to replace 
Grant at the front desk when he graduates in May, yet it 
has become increasingly clear that God’s reason for 
crossing our paths these last four years was serendipi-
tously sovereign.
Kim Ahlgrim is an associate dean of the academic enrichment 
center, The Cove. She has been at Cedarville since 1989. She and 
her husband, Tom, live in Cedarville and have a son and daughter. 
You may contact Kim at alhgrimk@cedarville.edu.
Grant Miller ’12 is a political communication major from Nashville, 
Tennessee. You may contact Grant at tgrantmiller@cedarville.edu.
Imagine their surprise when  
Kim Ahlgrim and Grant Miller ’12 
discovered they were not only 
co-workers but cousins!
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